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A FEW months ago Eleven Sermon, 
. preached by the late Rev. Rog ER 
TRAIL, made their appearance in public, 
"and were well received by thoſe wo are 
fond of the writings of that pious Author 
In which Diſcourſes, the infinite worth and 


efficacy of the Blood of | Cur1sT is ſo 
ſweetly ſet forth, that ſeveral friends were 
ready to wiſh for his free thoughts. on the 
Neceſſity, Perfection, and All-ſufficiency of 
Cnalsr's Righteouſneſs to juſtify a poor ſin- 
ner before God. een A p18 


Ixx was, therefore, no ſmall pleaſure to the 
Editor, to find Six Sermons, on this inipor- 
tant and delightful fubject, fairly tranſcribed 
dy an admirer of Mr. Trxaimn's writings, 

taken from a manuſcript, which had been 
long | buried in + oblivion; theſe being, 
through a kind providence, brought to light, 
ill, when bound: with the above Eleven 
ſermons, make an additional volume to the 
Works of that great and good man. 


Tur ſtyle, manner, and ſpiritual ſavor 

of theſe Diſcourſes, will ſufficiently evidence 

Y their authenticity, in the judgment of thoſe - 
= who are Dy with his other writings : 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
<p thing, which drop ped from Mr. 


AIL'S mouth or. 
A 800 them; fin * oth undreſs and ſa- 


yor, in him, were oy happily united. 


As ſome may deſire a complete Catalogue 
df his Works, we ate happy in giving them 
the following account, which is more ac- 
durate than that prabucd to! the Eleven Ser. 
mons e ep rr ot: 36 Bos 
{ 9 HHO Mine: ini co 

* A. Sede Morning Exerciſe, 
on. 1: Tim. 146265) 1662... 

II. A Vindication. concenting the. Pop- 
\ackinws; Doctrine of Juſtification, and of its 
"Mes and Profeſſors, from the . unjuſt 


Charge of Antinomianiſm. 1692. 2d Edit. 75 


1730. 
III, Thirteen Sermons on the T hrone | 


of: Grace, on Heb. 1 IV. 16. 0 — e | 


IV. Several Sermons, intitied. FF © The 
\Stendfaſt Adherence to the Profeſſion of our 
from Heb; X. 23. R536) ö 
N "Sixteen Sermons on the Donn prayer, 

from John ii. % Mf. 


bs: VI. Eleven Sermons from ben 1. 
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n, will a rich tre- 


e 
64 LATIAans Chap. ii. Ver. $155 
I do not fruſtrate the grace of Cod: for if 


righteouſneſs come by the Law, then Chriſt 
is dead in vain. es ni. 


HE ſcope of the apoſtle Paul in this 
1 <piſtle; is to reprove the church that he 
writes to, for a great and ſudden apoſtacy from 
that faith of the goſpel that they were planted 
in: the apoſtle Paul himſelf was one of the 
main planters amongſt them; and quickly at- 
ter his removal from them falſe brethren crept 


in amongſt them, and perverted them from 


the ſimplicity that was in Chriſt : their great 
error lay here, in mixing the works of the 
law with the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, in the 


war point of the juſtification of a ſinner 


| before God. Throughout this epiſtle the 
apoſtle argues firongly againſt this error; they 
had not renounced. the doctrine, of Chriſt; 
they did not deny juſtification by faith in him; 
but they thought 1 works of the law 
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were to be added to their faith! in Chriſt, i in 
order to their juſtification. | 
I ſhall only take notice briefly of a few of 
his arguments againſt this error, as they lie 
in the context, to lead you to the words that 
: I have read, and mean to ſpeak to. | 
The former part of the chapter is hiſtori- 
cal, telling them what he had done, and what 
had befallen him ſome years ago; how he was 
entertained and received by the great ſervants 
of Chriſt at Jeruſalem, Peter, James, and John, 
that ſeemed to be pillars, and were indeed 
fo: ſee the firſt ten verſes. The next thing that 
he breaks forth into, in point of arguing with 
them, is upon the account of Peter's diflimu- 
lation, and Paul's reproof of him: the point 
ſeemed to be very ſmall ; Peter had made uſe 
of his Chriſtian liberty in free converſe with 
the believing Gentiles; but when ſome of 
the brethren of the Jews came from Jeru- 
ſalem, he withdrew himſelf, and ſeparated 
from them, fearing them of the circumciſion; 
te fearing that they would take it ill :* a weak 
Kind of fear it was; and upon this fmall thing 
the apoſtle ſet himfelf againſt him with great 
*zeal. I withſtood bim, Taith he, to the fate, 
becauſe De Was 10 Jo Hamed, Ver. N By 
this withdrawing the uſe of his Chriſtian li- 
erty, he hardened'the Jews, and he weaken- + 
ed the hands of the weaker Jewiſh converts, 
that thought the wall of partirion between 
the Jews and l was not yet taken 


a ay. 5 W 7 
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ſſeel to be juſtified 


1 


6 { 1. His firſt 1 mingling tus 
. works of the law with faith in juſtification, - 
is taken from the L of the N 


Jews. What way did they take to be juſtifie. 
We wha are Fews by nature, and not fin- 
ners of the Gentiles, knowing that. a man is not 
juſtified by the works of the law, but by 
the faith of Jeſus Cbriſt; even we have be- 
lieved in Jeſus Chraft, that we might be 
juſtified by the faith of Cbriſt, and not = the 
Works of the lau; for by the works of the law 
en, * Reſp be juſtified, ver. 15,16; 
dly. His next argument is taken from 
| the bad effect and ſad conſequence of ſeek- 
ing righteouſneſs by the law, ver. 17; which, 
becauſe it is ſomething dark, I would explain 
it a little in a few words: But if while we 
by Chrift, we our ſelves 
are alſo found finners, is therefore Chrift the 
miniſter of fin? God forbid. If fo be we 
that have ſought righteouſneſs in Jeſus Chriſt, 
if we have yet any dealings with the law in 
Point of righteouſneſs, we are found finners 
till; and if a juſtified man be found a fin- 
ner, why. 9 Chriſt, inſtead of deliver- 
ing us from the bondage of the law, is found 
38 miniſter of ſin.“ 
diy. His third argument is yet firongelt 


| 


1065 . ſome way the darkeſt, ver. 20. 


or I :through: the law am dead unto the law, 
that Imigbi live unte God, As if he ſhould have 
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the law, the more I was kc with it, 
it ſlew me the more, and I died the more to 
it, that I might live to God; all that the 
law can do to me in point of . 3 
only to condemn me/ and it can do no more; 
and whenſoever the law enters intoa man's con- 
ſcience it always doth this; When the com- 
mandment came, fin revived, and I died: the com- 
mandment flew me, Rom. vii. 9, 11. 
Athly. His next argument is taken from : 
the nature of the new life that he led, v. 20. 
J am crucified with Chriſt, nevertheleſs I live; 
yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me: and the life 
"which ] now live in the fleſh, I live 35 the 1215 
of the Son of God, who loved me, an 
ſelf for me. Words of ennordinary form, 
'but of more extraordinary matter: words 
that one would think ſeem to be ſome way 
croſs to one another: but yet they ſet forth 
_ gloriouſly that gracious life that through 
Chriſt Jeſus is imparted to juſtified believers. 
* Chriſt died for me, and 1 am crucified with 
Chriſt; and yet I live, but it is Chriſt that lives 
in me, and Chriſt lives in me only by faith.“ 
My text contains two arguments more, 
drawn from a common natural head of ar- 
guing againſt error, by the abſurdities that 
neceſſarily flow from 1 it; and they are two the | 
_ + greateſt that can be, * Fruſtrating g thegrace of 
God“ and making the death of Chriſt to be 
in vain.” And greater ſins are not to be com- 
mitted 10 men: wee Or ſing the unpar- {| 
a mo | 


_ 


3 


ave him- 


tal 
donable fin, is expreſſed in words very like 

to this, Heb. x. 29. Of how much ſorer pu- 
niſoment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, 
who. hath trodden under foot the Son of God, 
and hath'counted the blood of the covenant where- 
. with\be was ſanfified an unboly thing, and bath © 
done deſpite to the Spirit of Grace? And how. 
near to one another are truſtrating the grace 
of God, and doing deſpite to the Spirit of 
Grace, and making Chriſt's death to be in 
vain, and counting the blood of the co- 
venant an unholy thing! 

There are two words to be explained be- 
| Lied we go any further: 1ſt. What is the grace 
of God? 2dly, What is it to fruſtrate the 
grace of God? 2 
Iſt, What is the grace of God ? The 8 0 
of God hath two common noted acceptations 
5 in the ſcripture. 

It is taken and uſed in the ſcripture for the 
doctrine of the grace of God, and ſo it is 
frequently uſed; the goſpel' itſelf i is called 
the grace ;of God, Titus ii. 12. The grace 
, Ged, that bring th ſalvation, hath appeared 
unto all men: 9 — is, the goſpel; for it is the 
teaching grace of God that is there ſpoken 
5 called by the apoſtle, be gofpel of bis 
grace. And this grace of God may be re- 
ceived in vain. Many may have this grace 
of God and go to hell. Pray that vou re- 
ceive not 45 ace of God in vain. 
2dly. By 50 grace of God in the word i is 


underitood the bleſſing itſelf; and this | is ne- 
| B 3 | ver 


(6 ] 


ver fruſtrated ; that grace that called Paul; 
that grace that wrought mightily with him, 
that was not given him in vain: | the grace 
that was beſtowed was not in vain, for F la- 
boured more abundantly than they all; yet not 
LT, but the. grace of God that was ib me. 
The goſpel of the grace of God is Teequently 
fruſtrated, but the grace itſelf is never ſo. 
„„ What is it to fruſtrate this grace uf 
God? The word that I remember in the ori- 
ginal is ufed, Mark vii. 9. Ye make void, 
(or reject) the commandments of God. It is the 
lame word with that in my text : to fruſtrate 


the grace of God, is to defeat it of its end, ; 


to miſs the end of it. Luke vii. 30. it is 
ſaid the phariſees and lawyers fruſtrated the 
grace on og againſt themſelves ; or, as we 

e eee. they refected the counſel of God 


read 14 Shove. 
againſt themſelves. The true grace of God 
itſelf can never be fruſtrated, it alway: ys. 
reaches its end, for it is almighty : but the 
doctrine of the grace of God is many times 
rejected; and the apoſtle here in the text 


ſpeaks of it as a {fin that they are guilty of 


65 ſpeak of righteouſneſs by the works of 
the law, There is one thing that I would 
obſerve in general from the ſcope of the 
apoſtle, viz. that in the great matter of juſ- 
tification the apoſtle argues from his own ex- 


perience : the true way to get ſound light in 


the main point of the juſtification of a ſin- 


ner before God, is to ſtudy it in thy own 
. perſonal concern; if it be bandied about by 


men 


. 
men as a notion only, as a point of truth, 
diſcourſing wantonly about it, it is all one in 

God's ſight whether men be ſound or unſound 


about it; they are unſound in heart how 
ſound ſoever they are in head about it. The 


great way to know the right mind of God 


about the juſtification of a poor ſinner, is for 


1 to try it with reſpect to themſelves. Would 


the apoſtle ſay, I know how I am juſtified, 


and all the world ſhall never perſuade me to 


goſpel. 


join the righteouſneſs of the law with the 
eee % NV 
There are four points of doctrine that I 
would raiſe, and obſerve from the firſt part 
A. hel wenn 3 a 
- . Iſt. That the grace of God ſhines gloriouſly 
in the juſtifying of a ſinner through the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 


wv 


2dly. It is a horrible ſin to fruſtrate the 
gre of Gat -: 5 2 6 5 
- 3dly, All that ſeek righteouſneſs by the 
law do fruſtrate the grace of God in the 
Athly. That no ſound believer can be guilty 
A nn : E Enponn he 
I qwould ſpeak tothefirſtof theſe at this time: 
That the grace of God ſhines gloriouſly 
in the juſtifying of a ſinner by the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt alone.” When the apoſtle ſpeaks 
of it, how frequently is this term grace added? 
Being juſtified freely by his grace, through the re- 
demption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. iii. 24. 
. 10412) n 2-116 


That being juſtified by his grace, we might be 
made heirs according 10 the hope of eternal life. 
| Thereare four things to be explained here, 
that will make our way plain to the proof of 
this point. What is juſtification ? Who is 
it that doth juſtify? Who are juſtified ? 
mad upon what account? 7 
- aft, What is juſtification ? We read much 
of it in our Bible, and the doctrine of it is 
reckoned one of the fundamental points of 
the true Chriſtian religion, and ſo indeed it is. 
This grand doctrine, the fountain of our 
peace, and comfort, and ſalvation, was won- 
derfully darkened in the - popiſh kingdom, 
and the firſt Hght of the reformation, that God 
was pleaſed to break up in our forefathers? 
days, was mainly about this great doctrine. 
Juſtification is not barely the pardon of ſin; 
it is indeed always inſeparable from it, the 
pardon of ſin is a fruit of it, or a part of it. 
Juſtification is God's acquitting a man, and 
treeing him from all attainder; it is God's 
taking off the attainder that the braken la- 
of God lays upon every ſinner. Who is he 
that ſhall condemn? It is God that juſtifies, 
Rom. vin. 33. Juſtification and condem- 
nation are oppoſites ; every one is under con- 
demnation that is not juſtified ; and every 
Juſtified man 1s freed from condemnation. 
Juſtification is not ſanctification; it is an old 
popiſn error, ſown in the hearts of a great 
many proteſtants, to think that juſtification 
and ſanctification are the ſame: ä 
5 and 


15 } 
and fanRification. are, as far different as. theſe 
two—There is a man condemned for high 
treaſon againſt the, king by the judge; and 
the ſame man is ſick of a mortal diſeaſe, and 
if he dies not by the hands of the hangman 
to-day, he may die of his diſeaſe to-morrow : : 
it is the work of the phyſician to cure the 
diſeaſe, but it is an act of mercy from the 
king that muſt ſave him from the attainder. 
IN is the acquitting and repealing 
the law ſentence of condemnation ; fancti- 
fication is the healing of the difeaſe of ſin; 
that will be our bane” except Chriſt be our 
phyfician, | 

Juſtification and ſanctification are always 
inſeparable, but they e are wonderfully diſt inct. 
Juſtification is an act of God's free grace; 
ſanctification is a work of God's Spirit: 
ſanctification is a work wrought. within us, 
juſtification is ſomething done about us, and 
therefore juſtification is every where ſpoken 
— of f in the Word in the terms of a court act. 
„ 2ally.. Who w 1 he that j juſtißes? I. anfwer 
God only N bo ſpall lay any "thing to the 
charge of Gat s 2 ? It is God that juſtifes, - 
who ſhall condemy ? Rom. viii. 33: Hie oy, 
can juſtify that gives the law: & be only can 

juſtity that condemns for in, the only can” 


CMLL 


Juſtify. that. 1 25 ed b fin. Mark Lins 
The ee die — Reg it was in 125 | 


darkneſs ; but yet 4075 wrath that they ſpa . 5 

was good, thodeh the application of it. was . 
quits, Jag: « Why doth this nan, e Hlafe 
ate a” 3 { * 7 


, 
1 
. 
17 
11 
1 
+4 
1411 
* 
10 
+1 
i 
' 
% 
9 
1 
18 
1 
14 
by | 
47: 
4) 
N 
1 
. 
7 : 
oF: 
* 
. 
* 
4 


6 8 3 ow MX Were. * 2 r 2 rang. 
—— . — > - po K * 2 
: S 3 >) hoy 
> — — —— — 
o — —— — Pn — . 2 
— — „ * — — — = 


T1 
phemies ? who can forgive fins but God only ? In 
the caſe of the man ſick of the palſy, whoſe 
fins Chriſt firſt forgave before he healed him 
of the palſy—ſo that the forgiveneſs of his 


ſins was his juſtification, and the healing of 
his diſeaſe was as if it were the type of his 


ſanctification— their application was wrong, 


in that they did not know that Chriſt was God, 
and that he had power on earth to forgive 
fins: but the truth itſelf was ſound none 
can forgive ſins but God only.?“ 
Juſtification i is an act of the judge; it is 
only the Judge and law-giver that can pro- 
nounce it: and there is But one law-giver, 
faith James, that can both ſave and teftroy, 
chap. iv. 12. None properly offended by fin 
but God, and nothing violated by fin Fe im- 


mediately as the law of God.” 


3dly. Who is juſtified? Every one is not 
Juſtified. What ſort of a man 1s he that is 


juſtified ? _ Juſtification is the acquitting of a 


man from all attainder, and it is God's doing 


; alone; but what ſort of a man is it that is 
juſtified! ? Is it a holy man! ? a man newly 


come Tom heaven? Is it a new ſort of a 


creature, rarely made and framed ; ? No: it is 


a i finner ; it is an tingpdly, man : 8 God juſti- 


fles the ungodly. Yoke: 


The man is, not made diy Bette he is 


| juſtified, nor is he left ungo ly after he is 


juſtified; he is not. made godly. a moment 
before he is juſtified,” 'but he is fuftified from 
ee by the ſentence of Jultifi- 

cation; 


E 1 


cation: when he is dead in fins and treſpaſſes, 
quickening comes, and life comes. Eph. ii. 1. 
A4thly. Upon what account is all this done? 
And this is the hardeſt of all, You have 
heard that juſtification, is the freeing of a man 
from all charge, and that it is done by God 
alone, and given to a man before he can do 
any. thing of good—for no, man can do. any 
thing that is good till he be ſanctified, and 
no man is ſanctified till he is juſtified 
but the grand queſtion is, how can God juſt 
do this? Saith the apoſtle, Rom, iii. 26. 
That he might. be juſt, and the | juſtifier of 
him that believeth in Jeſus. How can God be 
juſt, and yet juſtify. an ungodly man? f To 
juſtify the wicked, and to condemn the righ- 
teous, are both an abomination in the fight of 
God,” when practiſed by man. Prov. xvii. 15. 
How then can God juſtify the ungodly? The 
grand account of this is, God juſtifies: the 
_ ungodly for the ſake, of nothing in himſelf, 
bur folely,upon the account of this righteouſ- 
hes of Chriſt, that the apoſtle is here ar- 
_ . guing upon: Being juſtified freely , by bis grace 
through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom God bath ſet forth, to be @ propitiation 
through faith in his blood; Rom. 14. 24, 25, 
When God juſtifies a man, the righteouſneſs 
of . Chriſt is reckoned to him, and God deals 
with him as a man in, Chriſt; and therefore 
his tranſgreſſions are covered, and the man is 
made the righteouſneſs of God in. Chriſt, 
becauſe Chrit 18 Wage of God unto him.righ- 
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teouſneſs. 1 Cor. i. 30. Of him are ye in Chriſt 
| Feſus, who of God is made unto us righteouſneſs. 


Where is the poor man's righteouſneſs that 


is juſtified? It is in Chriſt Jeſus. For, 2 Cor. v. 


21. He hath made him to be fin for us who 


knew no ſin, that we might be made the righ- 
teouſneſs of God in him. And to be made the 
righteouſneſs of God, is nothing elſe but to 
be made righteous before God! in and through 
Jeſus Git: 

Theſe things enitlcigi! the proof of this 
point is very / caſy—That. the 8 of God 
ſhines gloriouſly in the way of juſtifying a 
ſinner by the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt: 


* ſhall therefore add but a few things more 


in the proof of it. 
1 1ſt. In this way all is of God, ah nodkiiig 
of the creature's procuring, and thetefore'ir. 
is of grace. Grace always ſhines moſt brightly 
here man appears leaſt; every thing that 


tends to advance the power and efficacy of 


man's working, always hinders the ſhining 


forth o the glory of tlie grace of God; but 


in this way of juſtifying us through the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, grace ſhines forth moſt 
gloriouſly, becauſe it is all of God: we do no- 
thing | init. To inſtance in a few things here. 
ift. The finding out of this righteouſneſs 
which we are Juſtified is of God alone. 

it the queſtion had been put to all the angels 


in heaven, and to many worlds of men, if 


this one queſtion nad. been put, How can a 


juſt and holy God Juſtify a ſinner? no 


created 
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created underſtanding could ever have been 


able to find out how eit could be done; it 
Was the infinite wiſdom of God alone that 


found out this way. He will ſend his own Son 
to be a finleſs man, that ſhall ſuſtain the per- 
ſons, and bear the ſins, and take away. the 


| fins of all that ſhall be juſtified. The native 


ſenſe of all mankind is this: when we know 
any thing of God, we know that it ſtands 


with his nature to condemn fin, and hate the 


ſinner; but how it can ſtand with his juſtice 
to acquit a ſinner; it is God only that could 


find out that. 


2dly. As the finding out of the way of 


our juſtification i is of God alone, ſo the work- 
ing of it our is Chriſt's alone. There was no 
creature of God's council in finding out the 
way, fo there was no creature Chriſt's helper 
in making the way. All the great work of 


fulfilling the righteouſneſs of the law was 
done by Chriſt alone; none could offer to 
help in the great work of bearing the weight 
of his father*s wrath, and bearing the bur- 
then of the juſtice of God, for' the ſins of 


his church. Our Lord was the alone bearer. 


of this, he alone brought in everlaſting righ- 


teouſneſs, and put An fi 95 the ſacrifice of 
_ himſelf, Heb. ix. 26. 7 


3dly. The applying off this ;iotneouſnels 


is only of God alſo. It is the work of the 
Holy Spirit, to bring it cloſe unto. the finner 
wy my "ONE nga we _— as little to do as 
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16 } 
in the former. There was none of God's ever- 
laſting council in the finding out this way, 
nor had Chriſt any hel per in the work of re- 
demption; and we help the Spirit of God as 
little in his work of applying this: for till 
the grace of God prevails upon the heart, 
there is a conſtant ſtruggling againſt it. There 
are many poor ſinners that have ſtruggled 
with the Spirit of God, ſeeking to ſave them, 
more than many believers have ever ſtrove 
with Satan, ſeeking to deſtroy them. All un- 
| believers are led more tamely to hell by the 
5 eee than believers are led quiety to hea- 
en by the Spirit of God. 
rarer thy The ſecuring all this by the ever- 
5 laſting covenant is of God only, We ſeal 
God's covenant by our faith for the benefit 
of it; but it is Chriſt's great ſeal that is its 
ſecurity, even the ſeal of his own. blood. 
This is my blood of the New 7. eftament, which 15 
lee many for the remiſſion of fins. Mat. Fx 
And ſo much for this firſt thing: 
1 grace of God ſhines gloriouſly in the 
way of juſtifying a ſinner by the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt; becauſe it is altogether of 
God, the finner hath no hand i in itt! 3 MM 
| 2dly. This will further appear, if we con- {| 
ſider what vile creatures the receivers of it 
are; they have nothing to procure it, no- 
thing to deſerve it, but a great deal to de- 
ſervc the contrary. In that Rom. v. they have 
three names; V. 6. we are called ungodly; Ii 
due time Chrift died for Wh * V. 0, we. 
are 
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are called Anners; 1 we were yet f ſnners, 


Chriſt died for us. V. 10. we are called ene- 
mies; When we were enemies, we were recon- 
ciled to God by the death of his Son. Here 


are three names: Ungodly ! Sinners! Ene- 
mies! the higheſt words whereby ill- de- 


ſerving can be well expreſſed; and it is = 
uſual way of the Spirit of God, to lay o 
the worſt in a poor ſinner, when God is 501 


to give the beſt; and all they that receive it, 


receive this grace under theſe names. God be 


mertiful to'me a ſinner, ſaith the poor pub- 


hcan; and this man, faith our Lord, went 


down to bis houſe juſtifed, Luke Xviii. I3, 


14. Feſus Chriſt came into the world to | ſave 
Jmners, "of whom” I am . ſaith Paul, 


1 Tim. i. „ ee 91319 elt 
And not only is it ſo chat they are entleſervic 


and unworthy, but theyare alſo very proud and : 


vain; and have'a great opmion of themſelves; 
and muff it not be great af pig then to juſtify : 
ſuch men? Thou ſayeft Tam rich, and increaſed 
wwith' goods, and have nerd of nothing, faith our 
Lor“ to the church of Eaodicea, and łnotoeſs 


not that thou art wretched,” and miſerable; and 


poor, and blind, and naked : even when Chriſt is 

courting chem to buy of kin his gold: and 

white raiment, Rev. iii. 17. 18 
'3dly. The grace of God in jukkifying a 


ſinner through the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
appears to be very glorious, even in the very 
naming of it: it is the prace of God: it 


muſt be great grace, 1 * i 18 the. 280 a: 
ns \ OA:; 
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God: it is the grace of a holy God: it. is 
the grace of a juſt God : it is the grace of a 
powerful God: it is the grace of that God 
that can do every thing; every name that ek. 
alts the glory of God, doth alſo raiſe the va 
clue of this grace : it is the grace of, God to- 
wards vile ſinners, and that makes it great 
indeed. Let us conſider this, * of God a 
1 — 
This grace 2 God. i is dear to Bad ; ng: 
therefore it is the more grace. The grace of 
God in juſtifying us is dear to God; it coſt 
the Father dear to part with his own Son; it 
coſt the Son dear to part with his own life to 
| bring in this righteouſneſs; and, if I may ſo 
fay, it coſt the Holy Ghoſt dear to work the 
faith of this e in the heart of a 
poor ſinner. When we conſider . how all 
things elſe that God did were eaſily done but 
this: : when the world was to be made, no 
more is to be done, but © Let it be; but when. 
the world was to be redeemed, © Let it be 
will not do; a body muſt be repared for. 
the Son, and that body muſt be [aber for 
fin, and be ſlain, _ ſuſtain the wrath of. 
God, and the curſe of the law; and all this 
to bring in an everlaſting righteouſneſs. | 5 
Again: This grace that was ſo dear to 
God comes to us good cheap, we give no- 
thing for it: the Lord will take nothing, 
for it, we have nothing to give: the apoſtle. 
doth! not think it enough to ſay being juſti. 
fied lyr his grace; but he adds, being. Juſti. 
fied FREELY by his grace, Rom. i. 24. 
W bojoreer 
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IWWhoſoever will, let him take of the water of 


life FREELY, Rev. xxii. 17. Taking implies 
| ſome freedom in it, but taking freely is a re- 
| doubling of the expreſſion. This grace of 


God, that is ſo. dear to God, comes good 


cheap to us, it coſt us nothing. 


Again, This grace of God is everlaſting ; 
it is the eternal raiment of all believers, even . 


of them that are in heaven. Saith the apoſtle, 
Rom. v. 21, Grace reigns through righteouſneſs 
unto eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Oblerve, neither grace, nor righteouſneſs, nor 


eternal life, nor Jeſus our Lord, ceaſe in 
heaven; they are all there together ; Chriſt as 
the author of eternal life, and worker of 


righteouſneſs; and the believer as the poſ—- 


ſeſſor of eternal life, and the enjoyer of this 


life; and grace as the high ſpring of all; grande 
is in heaven; the reign of grace is only in ge- 
ven. That of Rev. xix. 8. is by moſt underſtood 

to relate to the other world; and it is ſaid there, 


that unto the Lamb's wife it was granted 
to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white;“ 
and that fine linen is the righteouſneſs. of 
3 Chriſt, in which the ſaints ſtand everlaſtingly 
accepted before God. Behold I and the children 
bbat thou haſt given me! ſaith our Lord, Heb. ii. 
13. and their glory in heaven is to behold the 
glory that he had with the Father, as their 
ead, before the world began, John xvii. 24. 
Again, It is grace, becauſe it is very abun- 
dant: it is an uſual thing in the Old Teſta- 
ment to call great things by the name of God, 
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as the trees of God, the city. of God, the 


river of God; now this grace of God. is ſo 


called becauſe it is great, exceedingly abun- 


dant: ſaith. the a poſtle Paul concerning it, 


The grace of our Lord Jeſus was. exreed; 


ing abundant towards me, 1 Tim. i. 14. 
Did ever any of you know how many ſins 


you had? Yet you muſt have a great deal 
more grace, or you can never be ſaved ; 


there muſt be more grace than ſin, or you 


cannot be. ſaved, Rom. v. 20. The. law, en- 


tered. that ſin might abound : but where fin 


abounded grace did much more abound. I do 


not ſay, no man can be ſaved unleſs he hath 


more inherent grace than he hath inherent 
corruption in him; but, unleſs there be a 
greater abundance of the grace of God for 


covering of ſin, than there is of ſin to be 


covered, no man can be ſaved : the ap oftle 
adds a much more abundance to it. 1 — | 


would think there was enough of ſin and 
guilt in the diſobedience of the firſt. Adam; 


and ſo there was: but, ſaith the apoſtle, the 
matter is far greater here: And not as it was 

by one that ſinned, ſo is the gift; far the judg- 

ment was by one to condemnation ; but - the 


free gift is of many offences unto.  juſtift- 


cation: for if by one man's offence death 
reigned by one, much more they that receive 


abundance of grace, and of the gift of, righ- 


teouſneſs, ſhall reign in life, by one, Chriſt 


Jeſus, ver. 16, 17, of that 5th chapter of the 


Romans. There is abundance of grace, mw 
| Oo 0 
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of the gift of righteouſneſs through Jeſus 
Chriſt, needful to ſave any ſinner. When the 
Lord makes this matter to balance in the 


eyes of his people, and there are great diſ- 
coveries made to them of the aggravations 


and of the multitude of their ſins; this is 
a common wicked thought ariſing in their 
awakened conſciences: Can God forgive? can 


God paſs by fa many and ſo great tranſ- 


greſſions? It is a ſinful; thought, the plain 
meaning of it is, Is there more grace in God 
than thage is ſin and guilt with me? We were 
all undone: if it was not ſo; if Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs was not more able to juſtify 
than the farſt Adam's fin was to condemn, no 


man could be ſaved.— The grace of God 

ſhines in this way of the juſtification of a 

ſinner by the righteouſneſs. of Chriſt, in thar 
there is an abundance of it imparted to all 
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YOU have heard that the grace of God 
ſhines gloriouſly in the juſtification of a ſin- 
ner by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt: in all your 


dealings, then, with God, mind grace main- 


ly: they that never had an errand to God for 


the bleſſing of juſtification, they may poſ- 
ſibly be ſaved; but they are not yet in the 
way to ſalvation that were never yet con- 


cerned about this queſtion, How ſhall a 


man be acquitted before God? or that never 


treated 
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treated with God about juſtification ? In all 


the people of God have done. When you 


reafon to quarrel if God doth not give it : 


| teou { neſs in Chr 1 ſt to proc ure gr ace, ; {do th ere 


it as a gift, and we are to receive it as 
ſuch. If the Lord tenders you the gift of 


it as grace. The true reaſon why ſo many 


ä 


your dealings with God ſtill remember grace: 
when you come for juſtification, plead for it 
as grace: when you receive it, receive it as 
grace: and when you praiſe for it, praiſe for 
it as grace; and thus will you behave as 


plead for it, plead for it as grace; bring no- 
thing with you in your hand, offer nothing 
to God for your juſtification; it is a free 
gift: if God be pleaſed to give it, in his great 
bounty, you ſhall be ſaved. Vo have no 


you have no reaſon to fear but God will give 
it. Though you do not deſerve it, yet he 
hath promiſed it: As there is a fulneſs of righ- 


is a fulneſs of grace in the tender of the goſ- 
pel; and you are to believe that Chriſt is 
willing to make all this over to ſinn eros. 
When you receive juſtification, receive it 
as grace; ſometimes we beg it as an alms, 
and ſometimes in the goſpel the Lord offers 


righteouſneſs through Jeſus Chriſt, do not 
ſay you cannot receive it; do not ſay you 
are not meet for it: the queſtion is, are you 
in need of it? Are you not guilty? and is 
not a pardon ſuitable for the guilty. ? Receive 


neglect right dealing with God for juſtifica- 
tion, and flight God's dealing with them 
BY 1 „ 


1 21 3 


about receiving it, is becauſe their hearts 
ſtand at a diſtance from, and they have 2 
ſort of a quarrel with mere grace. As it is 
certain that nothing but grace can ſave the 
ſinner, ſo it is as Fertain there is nothing 
more unpleaſing to the ſinner than grace; 
than that good, which when received he muſt 
always own the bounty of the giver, and ne- 
ver to eternity be able to ſay, My own 
hand hath made me rich:“ Chriſt will bring 
none to heaven that are in that mind. He 
that will not be rich in Chriſt, muſt be poor 
and condemned ſtill in the firſt Adam. Know 
ye not, ſaith the apoſtle, the grace of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, who though he was rich, yet he be- 
came poor, that we through his poverty might 
be made rich, 2 Cor. viii. 9. The riches of 
a believer ſtands in the poverty of Chriſt; 
and every true believer counts Chriſt's po- 
verty his riches, Pooh =: 
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\, Garartans Chap. il. Ver. 21. 
T do not fruſtrate the grace of God: for if 


GG 11, Tail, 


righteouſneſs come by the Law, then is Chriſt 


1 learn by your own reading) that the ſcope 
of the apoſtle in this epiſtle is, to teach and 


defend the doctrine of the juſtification of a ſin- 


ner by the righteouſneſs of Chrift, appre- 
hended by faith alone. In the text the apoſtle 
hath two arguments for this truth, againſt the 
contrary error, with which the Galatians were 
plagued ; and both arguments are taken from 
the abſurdities that follow upon the contra 
doctrine. | LE 
Iſt. That ſeeking righteouſneſs by the 


works of the law, doth ruſtrate, and make 


void the grace of God. „ 155 
2dly. That it makes Chriſt's death to be 
in vain: and there is nothing revealed by the 


Lord, in his word, more ſacred, and more 


? * r % f q 
F-44331 77 4 75 | * | awful | 
; 1 N . 
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awful than theſe two the grace of God, and 
the death of Chriſt ; and therefore it muſt 
needs be a great wickedneſs to enervate, _ 
overthrow both theſe. From the firſt | 
of theſe words I obſerved four things, . 
have already ſpoken to the firſt of them, and 
would ſpeak to the next at this tine. 
it. The grace of God ſhines gloriouſly in 
the juſtifying of a ſinner through Chriſt's righ- 
teouſneſs alone, All the revelations that are 
made of this great way of God's juſtifying a 
ſinner, are all made with a deference to 
the grace of God, as the original thereof. 
2dly, I am now to ſpeak to this point 
That fruſtrating the grace of God is agreat and 
Z horrible fin : the apoſtle here brings it in as 
ſuch, and denies his concern in it; I do not 
Y fruſtrate the grace of God. The ſ- cope: of his 
2A ede leads me to this head : If I ſeek 
teouſneſs by the works of the law, I 
ſhould fruſtrate the grace of God; but I do not 
ſeek ' righteouſneſs that way, therefore I do 
WM not fruſtrare the grace of God.” Fruſtrating 
ce grace of God is a great and horrible fin : 
chere are two things I would: ſpeak to upon 
this head To ſhew you how this fin is com- 
mitted—and then, wherein its greatneſs doth | 
appear; for there are many that commit this 
| of fe. ,and when: ay Are done, think nothing 
i. How is this: fin ente that the 
apoſtle here vindieates himſelf frem? T 
not W the grace "Y God. 9 his fin is com 
5 mitted 
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mitted two. ways: 1ſt, By not receiving the 
grace of God when it is tendered. 2dly, By 


| ſeeking other ways and ſhifts for righteouſ- 


neſs than the grace of God. J 
1ſt. Fruſtrating the grace of God is, not 


receiving it; the grace of God is fruſtrated 


when i it is not received : the right entertaining 
of it is by receiving it. The apoſtle exhorts 


the Corinthians, Ve then, as workers together 
_ with him, beſeech you alſo, that you receive not the 
grace of God in vain, 2 Cor. vi. 1. I have told 


you in what ſenſe the grace of God might be 


received in vain, and in what ſenſe it could not. 


The doctrine of the grace of God, the offer 
of the grace of God, may be received in vain, 
and rejected, as many times it is; but the 


grace of God itſelf cannot be received in 


vain, for it always worketh its effect where- 
ſoever it lights. The grace of God is an ir- 
reſiſtible principle of falvation : never man | 
had one mite of the grace of God, but he was 
ſaved by it: Chriſt Jeſus hath two quivers, if 


J may ſo ſay; there is a common quiver, out 
of which he draws ſome arrows, and ſhoots 


them at ſinners, and they can fence againſt 
theſe well enough, and never be hurt by 
them; but then he hath other arrows, that are 
marked with his love, and ſent by his power, 


and there is no guarding againſt them. As 
there are arrows of deſtruction, ſo there are 


arrows of ſalvation, Let thine arrows: be | ſharp 
in the heart of the king's enemies, is the-pr ayer 
Pſal. xlv. My work then is to ſhew how i it is 
that the grace of God is not received. 


6 ot, the 


%E 


matter is neglected. © How ſhall we eſcape, 


much in a ſtated formal enmity to it, but 
minded. Therefore, would you know when 


caſion many thoughts in your hearts, you get 


not become the matter of your ſerious medi- 


it. As long as a man hath this dream—and 
every natural man falls into ſuch a dream 
as long as a man thinks in his vain mind, 


ceive the grace of God. It is impoſſible 


thing elſe. will do his - buſineſs, = Woe 


Tim ; 
. 1ſt. The grace of God tendered in the 
goſpel, and the way of falvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt, is not received when it is not minded. 
There is little hopes of that man's ſalvation 
that doth not-think of ſalvation, or when the 


ſaith the apoſtle, ** if we neglect ſo great ſal- 
vation.” Heb. ii. 3. The true ſenſe of the 
original word lies mainly in this, not ſo 


only in a careleſs indifferency about it: the 
grace of God is not received when it is noet 


you poo by the goſpel, know it this way: 
if what you hear from the word doth not oc- _ 


no good at all. If the matter of ſalvation do 


tation, you receive the grace of God in vain, 
God may ſay concerning ſuch men, They 
wk not ſo much as chink of. my propoſals to 
tem 8 
2qdly. People do not receive the grace of 
God when hes do not ſee their need of it, 
when they do not ſee their abſolute need of 


that any thing elſe but the ſovereign grace of 
God can ſave him; this man will never re- 


that a man can receive it, till he ſee that no- e 


2 5 28 


12 l 


| be to them that think any thing but grace 
can os: them: they are in a forlorn ſtate. in- 
deed ! | 
Zdly. They that PR not believe that whe 
| grace of God alone can fave them, they do not 
receive it neither; for as.the grace of God 
is ſent to men as that which they do ſimply 
- ſtand in need of, and as that which nothing can 
ſupply the want of; fo it is ſent as a ſo- 
vereign remedy, that whatſoever ails the poor 
creature it will do it for them. So much for 
this firſt thing: They. that do not receive the 
Jones: of God, are — of this rat 72 ing 
fruſtrating the grace of God. ; 
2dly. This fin is alſo committed by men's 
taking other methods and ſhifts to obtain the 
8 of God than this grace alone; they 
fruſtrate the grace of God. I would ſpeak 
a. little to this under two heads: iſt, I would 
ſhew you the cauſe of it. 2dly, I would ſhew 
the effects that proceed from rhoſe cauſes. 
..) Of the cauſe of it. The world is full 
of it; this hereſy, if I may ſo ſay, runs 
through the whole earth; no man is ao 
free from it but only the found believer; a 
man may be orthodox in his judgment, — 
ſubſcribe to the orthodox 8 and Pro- 
teſtant truth; but every natural man is a he- 
retic in this matter; he harh ſecretly ſome- 
thing elſe in his eye to recommend him to 
God, and to make his ſtate ſafe before God, 
beſides the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. Now che 
cauſe of this univerſal OR after 25 . 
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„ 1 
of people's own deviſing to do their buſineſs 
with God, without this grace of God through 

_ Chriſt, is what I would ſpeak a little to. 
It flows from nature: now nature is ſo 
ſtrong a ſpring, that nothing but the mighty _ 
grace of God can turn it; it is ſo ſtrong a 
principle. I would ſhew this in a little. 
 1ft. The grace of God in ſaving ſinners by 
Chriſt Jeſus is above nature in its beſt ſtate ; 
it is above ſinleſs nature. If you could ſup- 
poſe ſuch a thing as this, that there was a man 
as holy as the firſt Adam was; if God ſhould 
create another man as holy as the firſt Adam 
was, and bring to this man the doctrine of the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and of the grace of 
God in him, it would be above his nature. It 
is above ſinleſs nature; it is that which Adam 


did not know, neither was he bound to know - 


it, for it was not revealed to him; nor did 
he need to know it, for there was another 
way provided for his ſtanding, that he might 
have kept. „ re 
2 2dly. This way is not only above ſinleſs 
nature, but it is quite contrary to corrupt 
nature. If it be above ſinleſs nature, it muſt - 
needs be far above corrupt nature; but not 
only is it ſo, but it is alſo croſs and con- 
trary to it. There is in this corrupt nature 
föour things that are its ſtrength, and from 
| that ſtrength comes this enmity to this way 
of ſalvation. | „ 
II.] There is in this corrupt nature diſmal 
darkneſs and ignorance, expreſſed. by the 


5 „ = LO 
apoſtle in the abſtract, Eph. v. 8. For ye 
were ſometimes darkneſs, but now are ye light in 
the Lord. Not only are they dark and blind, 
but they are darkneſs and blindneſs. Now in 
this darkneſs, as to this matter, I will name 
two or three things: 1ſt. There is ignorance , 

of the righteouſneſs and holineſs of God, Rom. 
X. 3. 2dly. There is ignorance of the holy law 
of God, Rom. vii. 10. 3dly. There is utter 
ignorance of God's righteouſneſs in Chriſt 
Jeſus. A little to each of theſe, 8 
Iſt. In every natural man there is an igno- 
rance of the righteouſneſs and holineſs of 
God. I know that in man's nature there is a 
knowledge that there is a God, and that this 
God is a righteous, and a juſt God: the 
reateſt heathens by the mere light of nature 
- e arrived at ſome competent knowledge of 
this; but the exactneſs of this righteouſneſs 
of God never did any natural men know; 
they do not know the unſpottedneſs of his 
righteouſneſs, nor how unſufferable to him 
the leaſt impurity is. Would any bold ſinners 
venture to preſent to God their rottenneſs and 
vileneſs, if they knew God's righteouſneſs? 
The righteouſneſs of God is ſuch an awful 
thing, that no natural man can underſtand it, 
but he muſt be preſently confounded! 5 
2dly. Every natural man is ignorant ofß ü 
the ſtrictneſs of the law of God: the ſeve- {| 
rity of God's law in forbidding every ſin, 
and in condeming every ſinner, without any | 
reſpect to any ſin, or to any man that com- 
ÿÜf] p mits 
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mits it. The law of God is an impartial _ 
rule of righteouſneſs, that condemns every 
tranſgreſſion; and it cannot do otherwiſe : it 
is the glory of the law ſo to do; its ſtrict- 
neſs makes it judge all ſin; and its righ- 
teouſneſs makes it condemn all ſinners; and 
therefore, when this righteouſneſs of God's 
law is once diſcovered, it preſently breaks 
all the confidence of a natural man: 1 
das alive without the law once, ſaith the 
_ apoſtle Paul, Rom. vii. 9. but when the com- 
mandment came, ſin revived, aud I died. HO 
could the apoſtle Paul be ſaid to be without 
the law? I believe, that the apoſtle Paul, 
even in his natural ſtate, was better ac- 
quainted with the law, and the Old Teſta- 
ment than any man in London now is; for 
the Jews, even to this day, teach their chil- 
dren with great carefulneſs : now the apoſtle 
Paul was one of the beit Jews in all that 
country. How then could this man be ſaid 
to be without the law? He had the law in 
his mind, and in his memory, and in bis 
hands, and was exceeding zealous for it— 

 ** Twas,” ſaith he, touching the righteouſneſs * 

 wohich is in the law, blameleſs,” Phil. iii. 6,— 

_ Aye, but the man only thought ſo, when he 
did not know the law of God; but when 
the commandment came, it made another 
manner of diſcovery. It condemned thoſe 
things in him that he never thought to be ſin 
before, and it made other things in him 
to be exceeding ſinful. All natural men are 

- 3 under 


under utter darkneſs about this; and there-' 
fore it is no wonder that they betake them- 
ſelves to other ways than the grace of God in 


| CR.” 


 _ -gdly. All natural men are ignorant of the 
righteouſneſs of God in Chriſt 
I2.] In every natural man there is pride. 
Every natural man is a proud man: proud 
towards God. That which goes under the name 
of pride amongſt men is greatly miſtaxen. 
Pride towards man is « bat thing; but it is 
ens towards God that I am ſpeaking of. 
The poor finner thinks that he is not quite ſa _ 
bare and empty, but that he hath ſomething . 


of his own wherein he may ſtand accepted 


before God — every natural man doth think 
ſo—it fares with a natural man as it doth 
with fome poor men that are born of great 
families, whoſe fathers left them, as we uſe. 
to ſay, a high birth, but a poor purſe. Now 
. this proud gentleman chooſes a great deal ra- - 
ther to wear his own thread-bare coat, than 
another man's livery. Juſt ſo it is with ſinners; 
their father Adam was a great Lord: Lord 
af this world, heir of righteouſneſs, rich in 
ſtock enough to have made all bis e 14 | 
rich before God: but he broke and failed, and 
turned us all beggars into the world. But there 
comes another perſon, God's own Son, and he 
offers to clothe the poor beggar; but the poor 
proud man had rather go to hell in the rags. 
| Har bis Fecher Adth Net bim, than ge 
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5 SERIE in the wha that Cha, offers Na dyed. 
in his own blood. 

\ [3] In every nacural man there is awful 
erifl ng about the great concerns of ſalvation, 
The truth is, people are not thoroughly 
awakened, nor in good earneſt about the mat- 


ters of ſalvation. It lies not near their heart 


as a weighty queſtion, What ſhall I do be 


ſaved?ꝰ Theſe thoughts don't preſs them, 
el am a poor man that muſt ſhortly die, 
and this crazy carcaſe of mine will ſnortlx 
moulder into the duſt of the grave; but my 
ſoul muſt live for ever in, and enter upon an 
eternal ſtate, as ſoon as the laſt breath of 
my body expires, and what ſhall become of 
me then?” The greateſt part of the world 
trifle about this great queſtion, What ſhall . 
Ido to be ſaved, to be ſecure to eternity? 
is it to think of 
arab L have often told them, that 1 have 
ſpoken to, and it is to be told, till it be 
8 En that it wete a happy ching if peo- 
ple would but ſpend half that time, nay a 


What. a ſhameful thing 


Juurter af that time, in ſecret thoughts about 
alvation, that they ſpend in 8 the 


5 word of ſalvation; and it is a hard matter if | 


| : page cannot be prevailed with about this. 
1 can well affure you, that all the ſolid ſoul- 


_ _- theiving of the hearets of the gaſpe], is not 


- fo rs "AF in what: they hear; in the ing 


of the word; as in he they digeſt in their 


: Now. thoughts and e abou it. 
ow is it * 22 take to any 
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courſes about clin ſalvation, when they thus 
" trifle about it? For if the end be not oo 
cious in a man's eyes, you can never expect 
to have him thoughtful about the means. 
4.] In all natural 'men there is utibelief = 
of God's word. It is a hard queſtion to re- 
' ſolve, What was the firſt ſin ? Any child can 
tell you, that the firſt ſin of mankind was 
rating the forbidden fruit: it is true, the firſt 
in was ripe in that action: but what was the 
firſt wandering thought from God? Whe- 
ther it was the man's diſcontent with the ſtate | 
that he was made in; or aſpiring after a 
| higher ſtate than that in which he was 
made; or a jealouſy of God; or unbelief of 


the word of God; that unbelief was in it is 


moſt certain. The ſerpent began his tempta- 
tion this way, Lea, bath God ſaid ye ſball not 
eat of every tree in the garden? Hath God ſaid you 
hall ſurely die? 'Ye ſhall not furely die, Gen. iii. 
1, 4. The ſcope of his temptation was this, 
to bring in ſin and ruin upon the world, by 
making ſinleſs Adam to doubt of the truth 
of God's threatening; and he well knew that 
if once the awful faith of the truth of God's 3 
- threatening was weakened in their minds, 
that they would ſoon make bold on the fig. 8 
God's threatening was as a kind of fence. 
againſt the fin: In the day that thou eateſt, thou. 
Pali ſurely die. Aſſure thyſelf of death if 
ever you meddle with the forbidden fruit.“ 
Satan knew that death was terrible to man, 
and chat he would not — ruſh upon it; 
; nh 1 : 


aye but, ſaith he, Ged bath not ſaid ye ſpall cas 


"die, but you ſhall live, and be as Gods, if YOu 
trangreſs. Sirs, the Devil brou ught in the 


firſt fin and ruin upon mankind, by the un- 
belief of God's word of threatening, And 
| he brings in the eternal ruin of men under 
the goſpel by unbelief of God's word of 
promiſe: every natural man hath an evil 
heart of unbehef in him, as the apoſtle 
warns all to take heed of: Heb. iil. 12. 
Take heed, brethren, leſt there be in any of you. an 
evil heart of unbehief, in departing from the liv- 
ing God. This matter of unbelief is many 
ways ſpoken of in the word: the way, of 
ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, and his righteouſ- 
- neſs, ſtands all in the word of God. If you 
aſk the laſt queſtion concerning a man's faith, 
vou mult reſolve it into the word of God: 
there are, indeed, many queſtions that go be- 
fore it, but this muſt be the laſt. If you: aſk - 
How may a ſinner be ſaved? The anſwer is, 
Buy the righteouſneſs of Chriſt: If you aſk 
again, Who is this Jeſus Chriſt, hoſe righ- 
teouſneſs will be the ſalvation of all them 
that have it? He is the great Son of God, 
that took our ſins on him. Well, but ho- 
ſhall this righteouſneſs be mine? By faith 
alone: if I lay hold of it, and venture my 5 
ſoul on it, it is mine? Aye, but the laſt 
qyveſtion is, How do you. know that it thall be | 
2 God hath ſaid it in his word, Acts x. 43. 
To him give all the prophets witneſs, that throggh 
* name whoſoever believeth on him ſhall receive 
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reflow of fins. Now every natural man 
| having unbelief in him, God's word hath no 
weight on him. We find they proclaim their 
unbelief in every thing. When God com- 
mands, they proclaim their unbelief in 
diſobeying; when God corrects them, 


they proclaim their unbelief in ruſhing 


again upon the ſame courſes that God pu- 


niſhes them for; when God threatens and 
warns the ſinner of his danger in fuch a fin, 
the man proclaims his unbelief by ſtaying 


ſtill in it: and what are all theſe but acts of ; 
groſs unbelief ? When God commands, the: 
man thinks, that God means not as he 


peaks ; when God threatens, the unbeliever 
thinks God will not do as he: threatens. 


When God promiſes, ſaith the ſame. * 


belief, Though God ſpeaks. fair, he will not 
be 46 good as his word.,”* _ 


Now is. it any wonder that every tun 


N takes another way of ſalvation beſides. 
che righteouſneſs, of Chriſt, when every na- 
tural man hath theſe: four woeful things in 


him? And, indeed, none can do otherwiſe 
un things are overthrown in him 


till the darkne is removed by the illumina- 
_ tion of the Spfrit of God —and the pride be 


* B91 m we fort the cauſes of this. 


eee 


brought down by humbling grace and the 
Kcurity of the conſcience be brought down 


by awakening grace—and till the power of 
unbelief be broke by the Spirit's working 5 


5 
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(2.) 1 am now to ſbew What the ef 
1 are that flow from theſe cauſes ; or, 
_ what. flows from this woeful natural averſion 


in all men from the grace of God, and from 
their inclinations to fruſtrate it. 
AAſt. Hence it comes to paſs that the world 

is filled with fancies, and devices of men to. 
Pleaſe Gd. | 
_ {+664 ieeruns, 1 the whole earth: 
religion, (if 1 may call by that name) « 
the Pagans; the religion of the Turks, 


and the Mahometans, and of the Papiſts, 


however they may differ in a great many 


Points of doctrine, and particular circum- 
ſtances of (worſhip, yet they all agree in this 


all theſe religions, and all religions in the 


world, excep;-the true, are filled with many 5 
devices of men to render themſelves accept- 


able to God. The Lord brings them, in, 
- Micah vi. 6. mäking this enquiry,  Where- 


with ſhall I come befere, the Lard, and bou . 
4 A before; the, high Gad? Shall I come before 
 bungwith. burnt-offerings, . with. calves of @ year” | 
eld 2; Mill be Jord be pleaſed with thouſands 
f rams, er wich ten thauſand. rivers of oil? 
my © firſt-bern. 5 my tranſgreſſion, 5 
A i 5 e ee 


> Shall : 4g 


uit es for 1 
Ptay take. notice here; one FOLIENR 
_  idolatries'-that..ever was in he Wi „ an 
the moſt 1 act 7 it, is this, when 
parents, to pac 
offered their 420 in ſacrifice to their 


idols 3; this hath W e . 
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the world, Ind it may be, is at this day in 
ſome parts of the world. Whence can this 
be! that there ſhould be fo ſtrange a vio- 
ol of one of the ſtrongeſt bonds of na- 
ture? It is not to be fuppofed that theſe 
ple did fo becauſe they did not love their 
children; no doubt but they loved them as 
well as you do yours: but only here lay the 
matter; they were under a ftrong conviction 
of ſin, and under ſtrong defires io pleaſe 
God: and they were ignorant of the true ſa- 
crifice, and, therefore, they offer to God 
what they think beft, and what they love beſt; 
and that they hope God will accept moſt 
Kindly from them. Sirs, you think there 
are 'many fopperies in Popery, fit on to 
be laughed at; and fo indeed there are: 
their whipping themſelves about that time 
of the year they call Lent: and great per- 
ſons do 1 kings, and queens, and lords, 
and great men; one would think it ſtrange 


that ſo many great people ſhould play t 


fool fo: the true reaſon of it lies here, thay 


have a conſcience of fin," and they know 
they are ſinners, and they don't know the 
true way of peace with God through the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and they are taught 
theſe fooliſh ways, and, therefore, they ur- 
fue them. And truly, if the light of the 
goſpel ſhould be darkened yet much more 
in England, I can't tell how many ſilly pro- 
ſceſſors amongſt us might be drawn, even 
into this foppery. It is natural for all men, | 
2gnorant of the righteouſneſs of 85 in 
„ : | C riſk 


lt n 1. 


Chriſt, to deviſe ways of their own to render E 

themſelves acceptable in the ſight of God. 

__ -* dly. The next effect of this woeful aver- 
gon from the grace of God, in juſtifying us 

by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is in men's 
to the law, and the works of it. 1 
95 but name this, becauſe I ſhall ſpeak more 
largely to it dy itſelf, under the we "nn ä 
next doctrine. 

Z gdly. I would ſpeak — to ths fad 
effects of this, that are found even in them 
whom God ſaves. This averſion from the 
grace of God is ſo natural, that it puts forth 

itſelf ſtrongly in them that the Lord is at 
work ſavingly upon; and I will name a fe 
things about this, that ſome here can witneſs 
to; and I am ſure that oy more can wit- ? 
| neſs to them than are here. 

(I.) Hence it comes to oh that, i in 0 
he are ſaved in the iſſue, there is a long 
ſorrowful trouble of mind that they live un- 
der; and all the world ſhalt not perſuade 
them what the true cauſe of it is. They are 

full of ſorrow and complainings; no- other 
language to be heard to God or man, but 
many forrowful complaints; their corrup-= 

tions are ſtrong, their ſouls dead and dark; 

their conſcienees diſquieted. And What is the 
true reaſon of all this? They are yet averſe. 

7 from: giving glory to the ſovereign grace- of 
God in ſaving them by Chriſt. Many ſor- 
rowful hours, many of the elect of God 

1 ws. — in the ſtrength of this 
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corruption; and they have never ſeen it tilba 
long while after. It is a ſname and reproach: ho 
profeſſots, and a diſnonour to our Lord Jeſus. 
Thritt, that ſo many, in whom. the root of che 
matter is, haue their hearts linking within them 
when relief is ſo plainly provided for al. : 
The true reaſon is, becauſe they are averſe, 
and not willing, nor inclined to be indebted 
ſolely to grace, and to have . their fup- 
plies fingly frog: th e bloomn ft eee 
. (2.). From henge it 4 comes to paſs, 
. chat there are ſo many out- breakings of fin, 
or at leaſt. the working of it in the hearts 
of many that the Lord hath a mind to ſaves 
ee work ſavingly upon. How many p. 
creatures are there that know; this? That from 
the time that the Lord firſt began to deal with 
them, and made them ſerious about ſalva- 
tion, their corruptions have grown more 
ſtrong, and Satan more formidable and ver- 
Ing; and it may be, they are left of God to 
commit ſome groſs fin, that they were never 


guilty of before. Whence comes this ? tris = 


not only from the ſtrength of ee 
nor is corruption growWa ronger. but here 
lies the reaſon :; Now God: hath. gun to 
| awaken them, and they are not yet diſpoſecl - 
Eindly to . themſelves up unto the entire 
conduct of grace ; not willing to give the 
grace of God its proper employment: but 
this is the way people generall as take whenſo- 
_ ever they are awakened, and made ſerious. 
about ſalvation; then they. fall to mk 


8 > kJ 1 : 
WE. 5 3: «<> TK EE 
4 * * Sw 3 


K 


ſet adovr: duty—they pray, and ben and 
read, and repent, and labour to reform their 


converſation, and in the mean time they are 
utterly unacquainted with employing Chriſt; 


and, therefore, the Lord in Bis ri ghteous 5 


judgment leaves them to themſelves, — lets 
them ſee that they muſt ſtand upon another 
bottom, or they will ſurely totter and fall; 


that they muſt be quite weaned from them- 


ſelves, and 'all things made new in Chit, : 
or nothing will be done rightix. 
(3.) And thus ſome, as they live Gels 
8 al) their days, o they alſo die ſadly ; 
they have been leaning on their own 
teouſneſs as far as they could all their life 


long; ſometimes hanging upon one twig,. 


and ſometimes upon another; and one breaks, 
and the other breaks, and here they get a 
fall, and there they get a fall; but at laſt; 


1 the Lord hath mercy upon them, they are 


made to fee the vanity of all theſe ſhifts; 
and then they betake themſelves in earneſt to 
that which is without them, to a righteouſ- 


neſs that they have no hand in, that is 


wrought out by Chriſt alone, and given by 


pure grace. So much for this firſt head, 
How: this ſin of enen the grace of 


God: is committed. . SITY 


a 2dly.. 1 Am now to ew the! ofulneſs, 5. 


and the greatneſs of this ſin of fruſtrating 


the grace of God, The apoſtle is here vin 


dicating himſelf from it: I do not, faith he, 
i 8 ale I grace of. God, Now there are 


two. 
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two things eſpecially that aggravate all 
fins, and the more of them there be in any 
ſin, the more ſinfulneſs is there in that ſin. 
iſt. The direct tendency of any fin to dam 
nation. 2dly, The direct enmity that there 
is in any ſin to the grace of God; and where- 
ſoever there is a ſin that is eſpecially framed 
both theſe ways, chat ſin muſt mend be 5 


great one. 


(J.) This an of fruſtrating the grace of 
God is directly againſt man's ſalvation, and 
tends directly to damnation. All fin againſt 
the law tends to damnation by its deſert; 
every fin deſerves hell. Every ſin againſt 
the law of God works out wrath by deſerv- 
ing; but ſin againſt the goſpel works out 
wrath by a ſpecial activity, by its apt acting; 
and there is a great difference between theſe 
two: a man that commits a ſin againſt the 
law, he commits a ſin that deſerves death; 
but he that ſins againſt the grace of the go. 
pel, in that very ſin he works out his own 
death. Other ſins expoſe a man to the wrath 
of God as a judge, but this ſin is like ſelf- 
murder, the man executes the Jaw upon him- 
ſelf. Every man by nature is under a ſen- 
tence of condemnation, but rejecting the 
grace of God, leaves and binds a man under 


that condemnation : there is no other re- 


medy for it, but only the grace of God thro? 
Chriſt; therefore e Wer, 18 n : 
* . ee 


1 


O 
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4 (2. This ſin is directly againſt the 97. 
1 God. There is a great deal of the glory of 
God concerned in his grace. This grace of 
God tendered to us, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
is God's great plot and contrivance for his 
own glory: and fruſtrating of it, is all that 
man can do to fruſtrate God and to diſap- 
point him in his main deſign. Bleſſed be 
| God, no creature can do this; but, woe be to 
| them that do all they can againft it. The 
_ Phariſees rejected the counſel of Ged againſt 
_ themſebves, Luke vii. 30. Sirs, God would 
never have ſuffered the firſt Adam to have 
fallen, unleſs he had had a greater contri- 
vance for his own glory in raiſing him up 
again. God would never have ſuffered the 
diſhonour that ſin's entrance brought upon 
him in the world, unleſs he had deſigned the 
bringing about of greater glory to himſelf 
by the manifeſtation of his ef There 
fore, where fin hath abounded, grace hath much 
more abounded; and that being s a great deal 
more honour to God than fin brings dif- 
honour. The grace of God is Ihe: "very 
bowels and the heart of God; and to fruf- 
trate this, 1 1s to kick againſt: the very bowels 
of God. The grace of God is all through 
Jeſus. Chriſt, it flows through him; and 
therefore. all reflections upon the grace of 
God reflect upon him. The grace of God 
is tendered to men by the Holy Ghoſt; and, 
therefore, refuſing and fruſtrati the grace 
Las foods 1s * of the Holy Ghoſt.— 
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In a word, this grace of God is the ear 


ſcope of the whole Bible; and to fruſtr 


«Bags grace of God, is to make the ite 


Bible in vain, both Old and New. Teſtament 


too. The Holy Scriptures are able to make 
us wiſe , unto ſalvation, but it is through 
Faith that i is in Chriſt F 2 Tim. m. 1 15. ä 


i 


APPLICATION, 


5 5 HERE are only two words that I Would 
Py to for the improving of this doctrine. 
. 

rible ſin? Then Iſt. Do you all beware of 
= adly. Receive this, grace of God; for 


there i is no other wWay to ex the fruſtrating 


2 — ae of Gods hagipnht Dy: gegaiving 


po; 100-45 La 3 7 i bir ri 


ruſtrating the grace of God; but 
ee I would direct a warnipg of 


S* 10 1111 118112 EO (735 CICOTIO 3-1-1 


e Unto moral, eivil, well-tatured peo- 
ple, good . livers, as we uſe to call them. 
Through the merey of God, ſame are born 


of a better nature, as we call it, than others; 3 


of..a ſweet eaſy temper i and it is a great 
mercy to bave a well-tempered mind, by a 


natural conſtitution, as well as it is ta have a 
well-framed body; Now when tliis virtuous 


natural temper hath the advantage of a godly 
ene theſe ſort of r come * 6 


% 


God ſoch 2 hor- 
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t. I, yould have. you all, beware of hs 


againG this fin unto ſeucral forts of * 
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they don't borrow of Chriſt. © 
_ (2.) People that have taken upon ther 
ofeſſion of religion, had need to take 
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to look very well; and, therefore, they ought 


to take great heed. Tou civil, well-natured 


people, do you have a great care of fruſtrat- 


ing the grace of God; for it is a fin that 


you are eſpecially tempted to. There are 
ſome people ſo ill-natured, and of fo bad a 
temper, that they need, as we uſe to ſay, a 


great deal of the grace of God to ſave them. 
And are there any that do not need the grace 
of God? The Lord ſave any of you from 
thinking ſo! He is in a woeful caſe indeed, 
that thinks he doth not need the grace of 


God. Moral, civil people are in great danger 
of this fin: they think they have a good ſtock 


of their own to ſet up with, and, therefore, 


n them 
the 
heed of this ſin of fruſtrating the grace of 
God. They have taken upon them a pro- 


feſſion, it may be, they know not how, nor 
wherefore? but it is come upon them. If 


on be clothed with the garment of prö- 


* $ "= C E „„ 24. 1 
teſſion, have great care of this fin. There 


x 


arenen wu profes the ere of cen thi 
trangers to the thing itſelf; and they 


yet are ft 
are in a very dangerous caſe. _ 


-4 ; * 


. (.) They that boaſt of outward” privi- 
leges, ſhould have a care of this ſin of fruſ- 


tratin were 
tized when they were children, and 

beard the word, and attended upon ordi- 
nances, and they begin ta think thi may 
Bo 8 alr 
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fair before God for the hope of eternal life. 


They are blameleſs in their walk, and con- 


verſation. Let ſuch people, in an eſpecial 

manner, take heed of this ſin. I can aſſure 

you, that a blameleſs converſation hath been 

2 . temptation to a great many to under- 
val 


ue the grace of God, and the righteouſ- 
were never ſick at heart, &c. 


neſs of Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe fort of people 


(4.) Awakened ſouls ; they whoſe con- 
ſciences are awakened, have great need to take 


heed of this ſin of fruſtrating the | proce of 
Sod. The Lord, ſometimes, mak 
light and fire too, to dart in upon the con- 


ſciences of poor ſinners, and they begin to 


| ſee and feel what they never ſaw nor felt be- 
fore; and when it is thus with them, ſome- 


times, they think things are a, great deal 
better with them than they were before; 


and, ſometimes, they think it is a great deal 


_ . worſe with them; and they that in their 
_. © awakening think it to be a greas deal worſe 
with them than it was before, are in a more 
_ + hopeful ſtate than they that think it is better 
with them: for it is not a thorough awaken- 


ing, if the perſon thinks that awakening to 


be enough. Such people ſhould take heed 
of this ſin, leſt they fruſtrate the grace of 


God: for there are two things that they arc 
eſpecially endangered bʒů ß. 
II.] By the force of this conviction they 

ſet about duty, and that pretty warmly ; 

and theſe are lovely things in the eyes of poor | 
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1 a never knew before what. pray- 
ing and reading the word of God were; but 


when once their -confciences come to be 
awakened, they begin to get alone, and cry 
to the Lord. Now, when the ſoul is in this 
caſe, it had need take great heed of this ſin 
of fruſtrating the grace of God. How many 
peor awakened ſinners are there that have 
made a pillow to ſleep to hell upon with 


- their own duties and Tae ry as if it 


were by the righteouſneſs of the law ! And 
thus they do not ſubmit to the righteouſneſs 
of God in Chriſt, nor do they attain to the 
reſt” that remains for the epi of God. 
Rom. x. 3. Heb. iv. 9. 

2. It they dont fit down upon their 


duties, then, on the _ hand, they are 


apt to be quite diſcoura Je and to give up 
all for loſt. An awakene conſcience, if it be 
thoroughly awakened, is upon the point of 


8 deſpair ; ; and. the point of deſpair is the 


point of ruin, or the point of ſalvation, 
as God pleaſes to iſſue it. It is the turn- 
ing point, — When the poor ſinner's con- 
ſcience is awakened to ſee its loſt and un- 
done condition, in that caſe, he is juſt on: 
the point of winning or loſing for ever-- 
more. If the man hearkens to God, and 
gives glory to his grace, by truſting in Jeſus 


Chriſt alone for ſalvation, the bargain is made 


for evermore: but t- the poor ſinner turns 
aſide, and ſtops in any thing ſhort of this, 


then either the diſeaſe grows greater, or elſe 


LY a hard- 


1 


a comes in the room of it, that is 
worſe than the diſeaſe itſelf. That is the 
firſt exhortation: Have a great care of this 

ſin of fruſtrating 158 er of God. —And, to 


that end, 


(d.) Give the grace of God a ts wel- 
come. There is no other way to prevent the 
ſin of fruſtrating the grace of God, but by 


receiving and welcoming it. Welcome the 
grace God for your work: but not for the 


Devil's work. All God's work, that which God 
craves of you; all that you may give to the 


of God to do for you; all the work that 


. you avs to do with God, that you may. give 


to the grace of God to do for you; only don't 
ſet the grace of God to do the Devit's work, 
that is ſinning; turning the grace of God 
into wantonneſs. The grace o God will do 

every thing for us, . the Devil's work. 
And, if 1 may ſo ſay, he hath a great deal 


of the ſpirit of the Devil in him, that © will give 


ſo precious a thing as the grace of God to 
do the Devil's work. Aye, but how ſhall 


we receive the grace of God? I anſwer, 


three ways. 1ſt. Doubt not your need of it. 


_ 2dly. Don't delay your acrepLng it. 3dly 
Don't queſtion your title to it. 


(I.) Doubt not your need of it. Te, the 


Lord hath a mind to ſave you, I know very 


well there will be no great need of this cau- 


tion. Every ſinner that God ſaves effectually, 


is a perſon. that not only thinks he is needy of 


: the grace of God, but be thinks he | is more 
TD needy | 
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e that if there was any ſuch man in 


the world, that could be ſaved without grace, 
he was the fartheſt from ſuch a one: that if 


there | whs any man In the world that needed 


more Dow than ordinary, he was the man. 


Don't delay your accepting of race 


ot, it is revealed to you. When- 
| ſoever you have the offer of the grace of 
God, A 
of grace, labour to get this grace itſelf, 
Heb. iii. 7+ Therefore the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, To- 
day if you will. bear his voice, harden. not your 
hearts. You may not hear his voice to- mor- 
row; e of, heart en OY by 


enſoever you are about the means 
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lawful and as ae in "God? 8 a, 4 5 
you to lay hold on the ſaving grace of 


as ever it was for any ſinner in the 00. 7 


J don't mean that graceleſs peop eople mould 


preſentl. think that they have a title to the 
2 ee 74 God; for no man hath a title to it 


fil he receives it. But this I ſay, the offer 


of the grace of God, in the goſpel, gives fair 
warning and liberty for every one to embrace 
it. He fer will, let him come, and take of the wa-- 
ter of 1 te ife freely, Rey. xxii. 17, An that which 
is thus freely offered, and freely given, ſhould 
be thankfully welcomed, an en re- 


IN. when: it is enjoyed... 
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THEN I firſt 3 on "es nedds 3 
told you what the ſcope of the 
4 ts was in this epiſtle: he is here bring- 
ing forth arguments againſt that error that 
the Galatian churches were plagued with; 
and arguments for that truth of the goſpel 
that he had planted amongſt them, and 


taught them: the truth was this, That the 


rigkteouſneſs of a ſinner for juſtification was 
only in Chriſt. The error of the Galatians 
lay in this, That ſomething of the righteouſ- 
neſs of the law was to be mixed therewith. 
My text contains two arguments againſt this 
error, drawn from a common natural head of 
arguing againſt error, by the abſurdities that 
neceſſarily flow from it. Now there are 
two * ee That flow from this doc- 


trine 


ts, 


trine of the law in point of juſtification— — 
iſt. That it fruſtrates the grace of God. 
2dly. That it makes Chriſt's death to be in 
vain: and two more abominable things can- 
not be well thought of; and people have. 
reat need to fear, and to take heed of any 

1 that hath any tendency to either of 
them. The firſt of theſe the apoſtle. ex- 
preſſes in his own perſon z Ido not fruſtrate _ 
the grace of God. And here he ſpeaks like a 
believer, and not like a miniſter nor an apoſtle; 
ſo he diſcourſes from ver. 16. ſpeaking of him- 
ſelf, and the reſt of the godly, like ordinary 
believers, that betook themſelves to this way 
of relief by Chriſt's righteouſneſs alone. I 
propoſed. four obſervations to ſpeak to. 

1ſt. That the grace of God ſhines glo- 
riouſly | in the juſtifying of a ſinner, N 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt: ang} this I have 
poke] „ 

- .2dly. That fruſtrating the grace of God 
is a great and horrible ſin; for ſo. it is ex- 
preſſed by the apoſtle, 7 do not fruſtrate the 


ou of God. As if he ſhould have -faid, 


© Bleſſed be God, I am not in that road 3 I 
am not one that fruſtrates the grace of God > 


I am ſaved by it.” How the grace of 
is fruſtrated, and how great the ſin is, 


ſpoke to the laſt day. The revelation of. the 


3 of God, and the tender of it, and 


urging of it, may be fruſtrated, and is 


by many: but the grace itſelf, in its power- 
bi 9 * 73 Holy n on the 
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| hearts of men, always reaches its end. 
The grace of God is irreſiſtible in its cloſeſt 
powerful r : this I alſo ſpoke 
to; and would only add a word or: two 
further about the enten. of this ſin of 
ſeeking righteoufnchs by the law, and there- 
by fruſtrating the grace of God, *' 
(1.) This is a fin that but few in the world 
can commit. The greateſt part of them 
that go to hell cannot commit this fin; they 
never fruſtrated the grace of God. Indeed all Ty 
that are finally guilty of it go to hell; but 
all that go to hell are not guilty of this ſin. 
The greateſt part of the world never fruſ- 
trated the grace of God, for they never 
| heard of it; and, therefore, our Lord pro- 
nounces a Woe againſt Capernaum, againſt | 
Chorazin and Bethſaida, and tells them that 
they were in a worſe caſe than Sodom and 
Gomorrah, than Tyre and Sidon, Mat. xi. 2 1. 
&c. becauſe the grace of God was never of- 
fered them as it was to the others. —Sirs, 
let me tell you, the worſt quarters in hell 
are for thoſe perſons that are neareſt to Chriſt, 
and yet not in him by faith; of all ſinners 
| ſuch drop deepeſt into the pit. 
(2.) The devils are not guilty of this 


| "Vs iP here | is not a devil in hell, nor out of 4 


it, that is ſo guilty of this ſin 'of fruſtrat- 
ins the grace of God, as thouſands of pro- 
feflors in London are. The devils are haters 
of the grace of God ; but the grace of God 
was never tendered. to them: they hat | 

N : ate 
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hate the grace of God as it is tendered 
to men, and envy it; but the grace of 
God was never offered to the devils. The 
way of preſerving the holy angels, and the 
way of juſtice to the damned ſpirits, proclaim 
greatly the wonderful privilege that we 
have in the goſpel. The holy angels are 
kept, and they received grace, for the 
election of grace fell on them: they are 
called the elect angels. When that great 
apoſtacy was in the upper houſe, all the re- 
probate angels fell of their own accord, and 
all the elect angels ſtood: and that election 5 
of grace towards angels ran through Jeſus 
Chriſt, who was to be their preſerving head. 
There is ſomething that looks like this in the 
Hut recovering grace to angels was never 
given; the angels that ſtood had preſerving 
grace given them, to keep them in their firſt 
ſtation; but the angels that fell had no re- 
covering grace given them. Chriſt took not on 
him, ſaith the apoſtle, the nature of angels, 
but was born of the ſeed of Abraham, And 
thence it came to paſs, that the devils them- 
| ſelves are not guilty os this fin of fruſtrating 
the grace of God. Surely then people had 
need to take great heed: that they be not 
guilty of a worſe ſin than that which the devils - 
can commit. There is no creature that hath 
_ Fruſtrated the grace of God, but that crea- 
ture that hath the offer of the grace of 
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43.) Fruſtrating the grace of God is a 
fin that none that are in hell are guilty of. 
All that are finally guilty of it on earth are 
ſent to hell, but none that are in hell are 
guilty of it; for when once that laſt ſentence 
is executed upon them, the door of grace 
and mercy is for ever ſhut upon them. So. 
that it is the goſpel-ſinner only who can 
fruſtrate the grace of God, who is guilty of 

that ſin; and that but a ſmall part of the 

world are guilty of it; that the devils in hell 

are not guilty of it, that all the damned in hell 
are not guilty of it, though they rage and roar, 
and blaſpheme; and all ſorts of wickedneſs 

we may well conclude to be in their miſer- _ 
able ſtate; but fruſtrating the grace of God 
is a ſin not to be found in hel, becauſe grace 
enters not there. So much ſhall ſerve for 

this ſecond point of doctrine, That it is a 

horrible ſin to fruſtrate the grace of God. 
I come now to ſpeak to the next doctrine.. 
zdly. To ſeek righteouſneſs by the works 
of the law, is to fruſtrate the grace of God: 
for this is the ſcope of the apoſtle's argument. 
It is to ſhew that there is no righteouſneſs to 
be had by the law: and this is one argument 
that he proves it by, I da not, faith he, fruf- 
trat tbe grace of God. It is, as if he ſhould 
have ſaid, If I ſought righteouſneſs by the 
works of the law, I ſhould fruſtrate the 
grace of God; but 1 do not ſeek righteouſ- 
neſs by the law, for I am dead to the my. 
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and therefore I do not fruſtrate the grace of 
| _ God.” There are two things under this doc- 
trine that I would ſpeak to—rſt, What is it 
to ſeek righteouſneſs by the law ?—2dly. 


How doth it appear that ſeeking righteouſ- 


_ - neſs by the works of the law is fruſtrating 
the grace of. God ? For they that are guilty 
of this ſin, of ſeeking righteouſneſs by the 
works of the law, they are very loth to 
.take in this, that they fruſtrate the grace of 
God: they will ſay, that they give all 
reſpect to the grace of God; even the ſelf- 


_ righteous Phariſee could own' the grace of 
God, Luke xviii. 11. God, I thank thee that! 


am not as other men. I thank God, that I 
am ſo good as I am; when he was a poor, 
, vain, ſelf-conceited man all the while. 

[i.] What is it to ſeek righteouſneſs by 


* 


the works of the law ?—By law here I mean ; 


the holy ſpotleſs law of God. The law of 
man hath nothing to do in the point of righ- 


\ teouſneſs before God. This ſeeking of righ- 


teouſneſs by the law is righteouſneis in God's 


man is juſtified by the law in the fight of 
God. That a man is juſtified by the law in 
the fight of men, no body can deny.— 
We ſhould be very careful to juſtify ourſelves 


in the ſight of men, by the law, and our con- 
formity to it; but this righteouſneſs here 
ſpoken of is righteouſneſs in the ſight 
of God, and righteouſneſs by the law of 


God; and it ſtands in three things. 
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iſt. Righteouſneſs by the law is that which _ 
_ obtains a man's acceptance with God. That 
is righteouſneſs by the law that procures a 
man's acceptance with God; upon the ac- 
count of which he ſtands before God as a 
righteous man, and is dealt with accord- 
ingly. Now, he that ſeeks righteouſneſs by 
the law in this ſenſe, is one who dreams that 
by doing, and obeying what the law requires, 
he may work out that for which he may 
ſtand righteous, and accepted in God's fight, 
And that is one way this fin is committed. _ 
. -- 2dly. In this righteouſneſs before God by 
the works of the law, there is an expecta- 


tion of 1mpunity for all that is paſt in tranſ- 


greſſing the law. And we find that this /muſt 
neceſſarily be the righteouſneſs of a holy 
man, who ftands in a ſtate of acceptance 
with God; but the righteouſneſs of a man 
who hath been once a ſinner muſt be by 
having that which may bring him into a ſtate 

of impunity and ſafety, for all the tranſ- 
greſſions that he hath been guilty of before. 
Now, men are guilty of ſeeking righteouſ- 
neſs by the works of the law this ; Sed way, 
when they do, or think to do, that for which 
Sod will forgive all their tranſgreſſions, and 
forget all that they have done; and of this 


the Phariſee made no queſtion : though he 


was a ſinner, yet he comes and prays, and 
expects acceptation in God's ſight, and the 
forgiveneſs of his ſins, upon the account of 
the good that he had done. . 
1 | EL g6iy.-in | 
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als In this righteouſneſs by the. watts 
26 the law there is a title to eternal hfe.— 
He that, by what he doth, expects to have a 
right conferred upon him to eternal life, is 
a man that ſeeks righteouſneſs by the law; 
Good Maſter, what good thing ſhall J do that I 
may have eternal life? ſaid the poor young lega- 
liſt, Matt. xix. 16. I would fain have eter- 
nal life, and would fain have a right to it : 
Maſter, tell me what good thing ſhall I do to 
get it.” Theſe are the three ways by which 
men ſeek righteouſneſs by the law.— To 
do that whereby a man may obtain ac- 
ceptance before God. — To do that for 
- which he may obtain pardon and impunity 
from God. — To do that for which he 
may have a right conferred on him to eternal 
life. — But, you will ſay, this is ſo groſs Po- | 
pery that there is no Proteſtant guilty of it. 2 
Alas! alas! every natural man is guilty of i 
and it is only the almighty power of the Spirit 
of God that can eraſe it out of their hearts. I 
will offer you ſome plain proofs of this. 

(i.) How many are there, when their hearts 
are examined, muſt own that their eyes are al- 
together on the precepts of the law, and not 
a thought on-the promiſes of the goſpel — 
How many poor creatures are there that 
begin to be thoughtful about their ſalvation, 
infomuch that they make people that are 
about them, who are ignorant and chari- 
table, think that they are hopeful Chriſ- 
tians; but try theſe people this way, and 

D 4 you 


3 OY EE 


. 
An - £ — > G 7 — 1 
Pe 3 r 
1 2 n 
- 2 — — * — = — — we 
o — —ꝶ—Ü— — _ _— —U — Vo Oe Py - 


4 
94.5 


— ̃ —⁰ r , ea ee ae 


TW 3 


| -you will find that all the exerciſe of their 


religion is about the precepts of the law, 


and they have no exerciſe at all about the 


promiſes of the goſpel. He that minds only 


— 
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Promiſes? 


the precept, is only a doer; and he that minds 
not the promiſe, he is no believer: for the 
precept is the rule of practice; but it is the 
promiſe that is the foundation of faith.— 
ow, how can that man be reckoned a be- 
Jliever, that hath no heart-exerciſe about the 


3 . 


(2.) A great many people are mightily 


taken up about their own works, and but 
very little about Chriſt's, Our righteouſ- 
neſs doth not ſtand in our own works; but 


it ſtands in Chriſt's works, what Chriſt 


| | did, and ſuffered for us in his life, and . 


death, and reſurrection; therein ſtands our 


righteouſneſs. Now, how many poor crea- 
tures are there that reckon it a great matter, 
and glory mightily in their own doings: if 
they pray, and hear, and read, and can but 
6 mas any ſort of reformation in their con- 


verſation, how big do theſe things appear in 


their eyes? But Chriſt's life and death, and all 
his great performances for our ſalvation, are 


mean and low, and of ſmall eſteem with 


them. And don't theſe ſort of people ſeek. 
"righteouſneſs by the law? Aye ſurely. 
(3.) They look for eternal life, but they 
look for it as a reward of works, and not as an 
Inheritance given by gift and grace; and all 


ſervants and ſlaves muſt do fo; and all na- 
i | _ tural 


* 


1 


tural men are aves, they are children of 
the bond-woman, Gal. iv. 31: they work 
for fear of puniſhment, and In, hopes of the 
crown: they work for wages; the wa 
they love, and would have; but the work 
they hate. Whereas the believer acts juſt 
the contrary; he loves the work, and he 
expects the wages as the gift of grace from 
the bleſſed Father he ſerves. The apoſtle 
makes a great diſtinction between thai two, 
Wherefore thou art no more a ſervant, but a ſon, 
aud if a ſon, then an heir La 000 through Chriſt, 
Gal. iv. 7. Every man that is for righteoul- 
neſs by the works of the law is a ſervant; 
he looks upon God as his maſter, and the law 
as his maſter's will, and he ſets about obey- 
ing with all his might. Now, is not this a 
good ſervant? Ves. But all ſuch ſervants 
; go. to hell: you muſt be.children ; for none 
but children are ſaved. And, indeed, there 
are none true ſervants to him, but they that 
are children; they are but ſlaves, and are 
caſt out, that don't ſerve with their love, and 
1 the inheritance only as a gift of grace. 
So much for that firſt thing, What tit is to 
ona We agate by the en of the 


; [2] 1 new you, ahet focking 
righteouſneſs by the works of :theclaw, is to 
fruſtrate the grace of God : and T would 
ſhew „ ine an | 
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iſt. As to point of doctrine.—In the 
matter of righteouſneſs before God, the law 
and the goſpel are perfectly oppoſite, and 
they are only ſo in this point. The law and 
the goſpel agree ſweetly together in all things *' 
aelſe; but in this point of the righteouſneſs of 
a man before God, the law and the goſpel are 
- quite oppoſite one to another. The goſpel 


comes to bring in another. falvation than 
the law thought of; and the law deſtroys - 
the ſalvation of the goſpel. The law and 
_ goſpel, in point of righteouſneſs before God, 
. are exactly oppoſite; And if by grace, then it 
suo more by works, otherwiſe grace is no more 
— grace, but i it be of works, then is it no more 
e grace, for otherwiſe works were no more 
doors, Rom. xi. 6. Grace and works, in the 
point of righteouſneſs before God, are per- 
fectly oppoſite: You are ſaved by grace, faith 
the apoſtle, not of works, leſt any man Gould 
ni. vil lt by HE 
| 2qdly. Let us bring this matter into prac- 
> _ ice, and you will find that all men expreſs 
this in their frame; both the ſelf-righteous 
man, and he that is not ſo not only is it af- 
ſerted in point, of doctrine, that works and 
race are thus inconſiſtent, but we always 
ind it, even in the fpirit and temper both of 
the one and of the other. 
(.) He that ſeeks: righteouſneſs by the 
law, is a man that never ſaw his need of 
grace: and you may be well aſſured that that 
man wall fruſtrate the grace of God, who 
RR > «þ never 


1: 99 3] 
never faw his utter need of it. He was never 
ſo far emptied, but he expects and imagines 
that he ſhall be able to work out a righteouſ- 
neſs for himſelf, and ſo is not brought under 
any conviction of his utter need of the grace 
of God—whereas he that is for the grace of 


God in Chriſt alone, is a man that hath a. 
„and ſees 


great need. of the grace of God 
himſelf undone without it. 3 
(.' 22.) This ſelf-righteous man ſees no 

glory in the grace of God ſhining through 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, there is no ex- 
cellency in it to him. Every natural man 
is in this mind; he ſees a great deal of 
glory in his own doings: in a beautiful con- 


verſation, in brave gifts, and in a ſhining 


walk before men; he ſees- a great deal 
of beauty and glory here. Every natural 
man thinks there is a great deal of glory in 
his own performances. The ſelf-righteous 


| Phariſee came boaſting in his own perform 


ances; God, I thank thee that I am not as other 


men are, extortioners, upjuſt, adulterers, or even 


as this publican : 1 faſt twice a week, and I give 
 tythes of all that I poſſeſs, Luke xvii. 11, 12, 
Theſe were great things in the man's eſteem, 

and fo they are in the eyes of every natural. 


man. But for that righteouſnals that is 
lodged in Chriſt, that is wrought out by a 
man without him, by one that came down, 


from heaven, and is gone up thither again 5 


- 


that hath all this righteouſneſs ſeated in bim, 


and gives it forth to us by mere grace z, no, 


E 2 natüral 
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natural man thinks any thing of this. But 


the believer is a man that hath an high eſ- 


teem of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. How 
doth the apoſtle Paul ſpeak of this? I count 
all things but dung, that I may win Chriſt; and 
be found in him, not having on my own righteouſ- 
nes, Phil. iii. 8, 9. E 


 (3.) Every natural man is averſe from 
the grace of God, and therefore he muſt 
needs fruſtrate the grace of God. He 18 
averſe from it: but every believer is juſt of 
another mind.—Sirs, if all men's hearts 


were known to us, as they are to God, here 
is one thing that would determine every 


man's ſtate. * What way do you beſt like to 
m 


fo to heaven in? “ I would fain be very 
'oly, faith the poor man, that I may be 


very happy when I die.” —Saith the belieyer, 
© I would fain be clothed with "Chriſt's 
_ righteouſneſs, and get eternal life as the 


SIM 


gift of his grace; and I know that by be- 


. 


ing in Chriſt I ſhall be ſanRified.” But no 
| believer ſeeks ſanctification as his righteouſ- 
neſs, and title to glory: it is a preparation for 


glory, and the way that leads to glory, to all 


them that are ſaved according to that bleſſed | 
1 TOY, Rom. viii. 30. Whom he juſtified, 


them Bi alſo plorified ;, and by glorification 


there bothfandtificacion andeternal life are well 

4 * by moſt.— So much for the third 

doct d e ſeeking righgeouſneſs by the 
or. 


the | law fruſtrates the grace ; =: 
I would 
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, woula: now ſpeak a few words to the 
fourth doctrine, and then make ſome N 


cation of both together. 
4th Doctrine. No true believer i in Jeſus 


| Chriſt can fruſtrate the grace of God. The 


apoſtle is here ſpeaking "of it in the account 
that he is giving of the grace of God work- 


ing in him; I zhrough the law, ſaith he, am 


dead to the Jaw, that I might live to God; and 
* live by Chriſt, anc by faith in him, 
and, therefore, 1 do not fruſtrate the grant 
of God.” He is not ſpeaking of the great 


attainment, that ſome few Chriſtians arrive 


atz; but he is ſpeaking of that which is com- 
mon to the ſtate of all Chriſtians: I do not fruſt 
ce of God. — Before I come to the 
proof of this, I would lay down a few cau- 
| tions, to prevent miſtaxes. 
iſt. It muſt be allowed thats a great 
many who have been made Chriſtians have 
been long enemies to the grace of God 
and there is not a greater inſtance of 
this than the good man that ſpeaks 1 in my 
E 4 apoſtle Paul. He was a great 
: heart- enemy to Jeſus Chriſt: and he was an 
enemy to Chriſt, if T may ſo ſay, with a 


good conſcience, according to the real hight 


: 1 the poor man's blinded conſcience had: 
I verily thought with myſelf that I ought to db 


many things contrary to- the name of Feſus"'of 


Nazareth, Acts xxvi. 9. I never heard a 
name that I hated ſo much as the name of this 
_- 1 . and 1 hated 1 it ea, 

| b, 
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heart, and my conſcience prompted me to it. 105 
When our Lord met him by the way, Sam, 
Saul, why per ſecutęſt thou me ? little did the 
poor man think Chriſt died for him, and 
| ſhould be a bleſſed fountain of life to him.— 

A believer may be a great enemy to the grace 
of God, before the grace of God makes 
him a believer. 
2 2dly. It may not be denied but chat a true 

believer may take in doctrines contrary to 
the grace of Chriſt in their tendency, though 
he perceive it not. I ſhould be loth to think 
that all theſe Galatians, that are here ſo ſharp- 
| ly reproved by the apoſtle Paul, were rotten- 

hearted people; there might be many ſincere 
people amongſt them, impoſed upon by the 
cunning. of them that lay in wait to de- 
ceive. There may be, through. darkneſs, 
perplexed heads in many honeſt hearts, 


about ſeveral points concerning the grace of 


God. It is not for us to meaſure any body's 
Rate according to the principles that N 
profeſs, unleſs they be very bad. 
 gdly. It is not to be denjed but that in a 
fit of temptation, even a true believer may _ 
abuſe the grace of God; he may turn it into 
wantonneſs, and may grow light and vain,. 
becauſe of his miſtaking the nature of the 
race of God. Several have done ſo, and 
| God knows how to tame them that do ſo; 3 
ny the ſevereſt fatherly rebukes of the law 
upon them that wax wanton becauſe of 


1: his kindneſs.Thele 28 being premiſed, 
I would 


UE 


Tat 


would briefly ſhew how it is that a good 
: man cannot fruſtrate the grace of God.' 
(..) Becauſe good men are all grace's cap- 
tives. Every believer,” as a believer,” and 
when he is made a believer, is made a cap- 
tive of the grace of God. How are men 
ſaved, think you? We cannot fee which 
way. they are ſaved; the word goeth forth, 
and people hear it; but we don't © know who 
ets. good, and when they get good by it. 
1 will tell you when men are ſaved ; when 
the grace of God comes and lays hotd of 
them, and claps hold of a poor ſinner 
© This man ſhall be my captive, and I will 
fave him.”—AL believers are captives to the 
rue of Gad, and, therefore, they cannot 
Fruſtrate the grace of God; they are all 
ſubdued by this grace, and made willing in 
the day of bis power, Pſalm cx. 3. 
(2.) No believer can fruſtrate the grace | 
of God, becauſe he is dead to the law, as the 
apoſtle? s word is in the context, Gal. ii. 1 
And there are two things needful to make a a 
man dead to the law; — to know the law, and 
to know himſelf: and whoſoever knows both 
theſe, is a man dead to the law; He that 
knows the urity, and the ſpotleſſneſs of the 
law of God, and he that knows his own 
heart, and its vileneſs, this man will natively | 
draw this concluſion... ** Surely this law can 
never do me any good—1 can never fulfil it, 
and it can never fave me: if there be not 
—_— way of ſalvation than by the law, 


Iam 
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am dead to the law, ſaith the apoſtle, I need 


ao more, to make me deſpair of life by the 
law, than to ſee the law: it commands 

- what 1 cannot do, it threatens what I cannot 
avoid nor bear; and therefore, I am dead io 

. thelaw, that I might live to Gd - my life 


muſt come in another way than by the 


: 9, | | 
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So much ſhall ſerve for the opening of theſe 


truths. - It would noy follow. to make 


ſpiritual ſtate: but I Mall ſpeak mare fully 
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? T do wt PR TE the ern of Gal: for if 
" righteouſneſs come by the Law, then is Chrif | 


dead in vain. 


FE 


rig sent of Chriſt, and not by the 7 4 


1 —— of the law, I have raiſed, ng 0 


: ed, and ſpoke ſomething to four doctrines: 


I. That the grace of God ſhines BY - 
riouſly in the juſtifyin ng 2 a ſinner een the 


righteouſneſs of Chri 


II. That it is a dreadful. fin to fruſtrate 


the grace of God. 


III. That all who ſeek righteouſnch by : 


| God, law, they do fruſtrate the grace | of 
3 vBVE Tir no true Wund beider can be 


guilty of this ſin ;—Fruftrating the oat, of 2 


4 God i is a i fin chat no believer e can commit. 
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3 would now come to make ſome applica- 
tion of theſe, which I mean to proſecute from 
theſe two heads: — Iſt. To warn you to take 
| heed and to try the ſpirits, as the apoſtle ex- 
horts, 1 John iv. 1. acccording to this doc- 
trine,—2dly. Try your own ſtate according 
to your heart-thoughts of this matter. 
1ſt. You are to try the ſpirits—you are to 
try the doctrines that you hear. — When the 
greateſt meaſure of. the Holy Ghoſt was 
poured out upon the churches, and when 
extraordinary officers were raiſed up amongſt 
them, and in a time when ſome of the apoſtles 
were living, by one of them 7 8 this ex- 
hortation given, 1 John iv. Beloved, 
believe not every ſpirit, but try the ſdirits whe- 
ther they: are of Ged. And it is very obſerv- 
able, that the ſcope. of that text, that the 
_ apoſtle there lays down, leads us plainly to 
the dodrine that I am upon, Believe not every 
ſpirit, for there are mam falſe ſpirits, and anti- 
chriſts, that are gone out into the world— 
But you will ſay, How ſhall we know them? 
Saith the apoſtle, ver. 3. Every ſpirit that 
Confeſſeth not that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the 
Naſb, is not of God : every ſpirit that confeſſeth 
' that Feſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh is of God.— 
Now, by a very uſual phraſe, that was well 


_ underſtood then, and is not hard to be known 


now, by ſpirit, doctrine i is Mcant==ever doc- 
trine that tends not this way is not of God. 
Aye, but you will ſay, Where are there any 
| that ſay Chriſt is not come in the fleſh, th g 
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the Jews? The apoſtle ſeems to make this a 
| ow mark of antichriſt. Now in antichriſt's 


ingdom (and that is a fitter name for them 


than that of the church, for with the church 
they have nothing to do) it is every where aſ- 
ſerted, that Chriſt is come in the fleſn; for they 


have made a great part of their religion to 


conſiſt in carnal, wicked repreſentations of 
Jeſus Chriſt; they have made a goddeſs of 
his mother, and they have made a puppet- 
ſhow of his life and death by their ridicu- 
lous repreſentations : aye, but the mlain thing 
that Chriſt came into the: fleſh for, that is 


forgotten by them: and of this the apoſtle 


ſpeaks, ver. 10. He hath ſent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our fins, Chriſt's buſineſs in 
this world was to be made a facrifice for ſin: 
and they that don't hold him forth as a ſa- 
crifice for fin, do, in effect, ſay he is not 
come in the fleſh. Now, concerning theſe 
doctrines that I would warn you againſt, I 
would branch them forth into a few heads. 


(i.) There are doctrines darkening the grace 


of God, and the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 


that you ſhould beware of. The golpel is 
called by the apoſtle, the goſpel of the 
grace of God,“ twice in one diſcourſe to the 
church at Epheſus, iii. 2, 7; and ** the word 
of his grace, Acts xx. 32. What judgment 


then ſhould Chriſtians make of ſuch men's ſpi- 


rits, that are called miniſters, and will be called 
ſo, and yet you may hear them preach from 


hear 
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it is miſcalled by the name of the goſpel,” 


1 * 1 


hear a word of the grace of God, or the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt ?—if they be ſound 
in the faith, it is well; but the very ei 
ing of theſe things is a great ſin, and a great 
ſnare to r ple; the very name of the goſ- 

the goſpel of the grace of God:“ 


if the grace of God runs not throug wow 

vein n 5 
(.) There are 3 perplexin the 
| grace of God; they. make it dark, and they 


make it intricate : they perplex the doctrine 
with methods, and they -perplex people's 
conſciences with their doctrine. There is no 


church canon in all the world that is much 


worth regarding, but that which we have in 


Acts xv; for thoſe that were called by the 
name of General Councils, for the firſt three 
hundred years after Chriſt, have many weak- 
neſſes and follies in them; z and they began 
to ſavour of a begun degeneracy, though in 
the main points of the truths of the goſpel 


they remained ſound. In Acts xv. 1. cer- 


tain men that came down from Judea had 
taken up this conceit, and taugbt the bre- 


: thren, that except they were circumciſed after ibe 
law of * Moſes, they could not be ſaved. Obſerve 
1 where they laid the- ſtreſs of this thing, 


* except ye be circumciſed after the law of 


| Moles, | e cannot be ſaved.” You know very 


well, that the apoſtle Paul looked upon cir- 
cumciſion as a very indifferent thing: ſome- 


| g in _ travels, he ordered Jorne to be 


circumciſed, „ 


- \ | . N 4 = 


Fe „ 
circumeiſed, but at other times he would 
not; he looked upon it as a matter of in- 
difference, for the avoiding of ſcandals, and 
ſo the apoſtle reckoned it no great matter: 
| Circumciſion: is nothing, and uncircumciſion ie "| 
nothing. Aye, but when once it came to be 1 
, broached into a doctrine, and a neceſſity laid Wo 
| upon it'— Except ye be circumciſed after the = 9 | 
: | law of Moſes, ye cannot be ſaved—let us fee i 
what this awful reverend aſſembly at Jeru- 4 
ſalem ſay to it; the apoſtles, and elders, A 
5 and brethren, a bleſſed company they were, 
A ;bleſſed church, worth all the churches in 
| England, without any reflection. Ver. 24. 
Foraſmucb as we have heard that certain which 
- went out from us have troubled you with words, 
| ſubverting your ſouls, ſaying you muſt be circum- 
ciſed, and keep the lam; to' whom wwe gave no 
fſuch commmandmeni: they trouble you, and they 
pervert your ſouls.—Sirs, There are four 
queſtions, that muſt always be preſerved plain; 
plainly delivered, and plainly known by all 
good men: iſt. What is that righteouſneſs 
in which a ſinner can ſtand ſafe before God? 
The plain anſwer to it is, That it is the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt only.—2dly. How come 
ve by this righteouſneſs? The goſpel anſwer 
is, By grace alone; it is given us as a free 
gift, we do not buy it.—gdly, How are 
we poſſeſſed of this righteouſneſs? By faith 
alone; there is no putting on this raiment but 
by faith alone. —Athly, What warrant hath a 
man to believe on Jeſus Chriſt? The plain 
F „ 
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goſpel anſwer is, Only the promiſe of 
the goſpel. And here are two things I 
would caution you about; and the moſt part 
of people's miſtakes he about them.— iſt. 
The law is no goſpel but as, it leads to 


Chriſt; the law not leading to Chriſt is 


againſt the goſpel, and the goſpel againſt the 
law; but the law leading to Chriſt ſerves the 
goſpel, and the goſpel ſerves the law by ful - 
filling it, —2dly. The doctrine of holineſs, as 

it flows from Chriſt, is goſpel; but the doc- 
trine of holineſs, without Chriſt, is no goſpel. 
To make this plain: Whoſoever they be that 
teach people to be holy, and tell them how 
they may be holy, and urge them very 
hard that they muſt be very holy, for this 
end, that when ey are holy they may be- 
lieve on Jeſus Chriſt; theſe people pervert 


and perplex the goſpel: but if people be 
perſuaded of the neceſſity of holineſs for 


ſalvation, and that they muſt believe on Je- 


ſus Chriſt that they may be holy, this is 


goſpel.— That is the ſecond thing; Have a 


care of thoſe doctrines that perplex and con- 

found the truths of the goſpeel. 
83.) There are mixing doctrines: they 
that would mix ſomething with the grace of 
God: the grace of God they will not diſown; 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt they will not 
deny, but they will put ſomething in with 


them in the matter of juſtification. Take 
| heed of this matter; it is a ſhame that this 


mould be talked on as a matter of contro- 


9. e 


1 „ 8 ol 


+ 
verſy; it is a point that every one's con- 
ſcience ſhould be fully ſatisfied in, as they ex- 

pect ſalvation from the hand of God. Indeed 
good men may jar and jangle about terms 


that neither of them well underſtand; but 


when the matter comes to à particular per- 


ſon's own caſe, there ſhould be a full ſatis- 


faction in; this point that the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt for our juſtification muſt: ſtand pure 
and unmixed. It is a corrupt thing to mix 


any of the works of the law with the grace of 


God: and herein lay the error of the Galatians; 


the grace of God, and the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, they liked very well; but they would 
join the law of Moſes therewith. Let the 


law of Moſes keep its own place, and be 
the rule of our ſanctification; but in our 
juſtification, it hath no room at all: God ne- 
ver gave it any room there, and all they are 
fools that do: it never ſerved any man that 
A nt „ ? 
| 8 ) There are blaſpheming doctrines, 
oppoſing and blaſpheming the grace of God; 
and the land is full of them. You may 


have heard of a ſort of people, the So- 


cinians, and they are groſs enemies to the 
grace of God. Theſe frike at the very root 
of the grace of God, and the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, If Chriſt be not the true God, 
how can he ſave a ſinner ? It is impoſſible 


A 


that the righteouſneſs of a creature can atone | 


for the unrighteouſneſs of a creature. It is 


the Godhead of Chriſt, that adds that infinite 


0 


virtue 


: = f 1 1 


virtue to his ſacrifice, that we are ſaved by.= — 
So much for this firft exhiietation, Mm "Ty the. 
ſpirits.” . | 
2dly. I opal; exhort you to try your 
own ſtate by this doctrine: I do not fruſtrate 
the grace of Cod: and as this hath been 
| handled, it calls you to try yourſelves about 
three things :—iſt. What are your real 
thoughts of God's law ?—2dly. bes- are 
pour real thoughts of Chriſt's righteouſ- 
neſs ?—gdly. What are your we thoughts 
of the grace 1 God —4 little to each of 
theſe. 88 
© (1) What are your real thoughts of God's - 
law ?—And although you may think this 4 


remote like mark, yet it is not ſo remote, but 


it comes near to the point: judgment will be 
made of a man's ſtate before God, accord. 
ing to his real thoughts of the law of God. ; 
Good men have always great and high 
thoughts of God's law, and they have low 
thoughts of themſelves. Pſal. cxix. 128. 
IT efteem all thy precepts concerning every thing 
ls beright, and I hate every falſe way.—The 
laws is holy, the commandment is holy, juſt, and 
good: the law is ſpiritual , but I am carnal, 
fold under fin, Rom. vii. 12. 14. But you will 
ſay, Don't every body think ſo-of -the law 
of God?” I anſwer, No. No natural man 
hath a good thought of che law of God. 
Every corrupt, unrenewed man hath one of 
5 God, three. "— Wer the law _ | 


LR oo 
[I.] The natural man thinks the law of 
God eaſy to be kept. It is a graceleſs pro- 
verb that-ſome people have in their mouths 
ſometimes, and it flows from the corruption 
of their hearts, That it is an eaſier thing 
to pleaſe God than it is to pleaſe man.“ In- 
deed, if they would take God's way, it is an 
eaſy thing to get his favour; but according 
to the ſenſe that it is commonly ſpoken in, 
it is a wicked ſaying, and flows from this 
wicked meaning that the natural man thinks 
the law of God eaſy to be kept; and there- 
upon the Seribes and Phariſees, (and fo do 
all that ſeek righteouſneſs by the law), they 
ex pound the law of God ſo largely that one 
would think any body might keep it. 
Therefore, when our Lord hath a mind to 
break down this fortreſs of ſelf.righteouſ- 
neſs, he explains the law of God in its true 
ſtrictneſs. The Phariſees? doctrine was, that 
nobody broke the ſixth commandment, but 
he that murdered a man that no man broke 
the ſeventh commandment, but he that com- 
mitted adultery with his neighbour's wife 
that no body broke the ninth, but he that 
forſwore himſelf : and, indeed, if this had 
been all the interpretation of the law of God, 
that part of it that concerns our. duty to- 
wards man had been no hard thing. Bleſſed 
be God, a great many good people, and 


bad people too, have not been guilty of 


theſe groſs tranſgreſſions :—but when the 
{ſpiritual meaning of the law comes to be 
0 I. © e_ 


„5 


5 conſidered, who is innocent ? I bad not knows 
luſt, ſaith the apoſtle, unleſs the law had ſaid, 


'* Thou ſhalt not covet,” Rom. vil. 7. ** The 


commandment came to me in another ſenſe, 


with that brightneſs that ſoon convinced me 
of ſin.“ This is the firſt thought that peo- 
ple have of the law of God that it is caly 
to be kept. 
[2.] When they are beat Bom this, and 
they find the law of God to be fo ſtrict a 
rule that it reaches to the word, and thoughts, 


and heart, to the leaſt motion either from 
within or without then they begin to hope 


that the threatening will not be fulfilled: if 
God gives ſo ſevere a law, that reaches to 
all, even to the leaſt ſins, then they hope 


i God will not puniſh every ſin with the curſe 
of the law. The Lord, by Moſes, warns the 


people of this, Deut. xxix. 19. And it come 


to paſs, when he hears the words of this curſe, 


that he ſhall bleſs himſelf in his heart, ſaying, 


 T fhall have peace, though I walk in the imagi- 


nation of my own heart, to add drunkenneſs to 


thirſt. The ſecure man is very unwilling to 


take up the holineſs and the ſtrictneſs of the 


[. law of God as forbidding every lin; but he 


is far more unwilling to believe that God 
means to execute the threatened vengeance 
for theſe ſins. And what forry pleas have they? 
God is merciful.” Aye, fo he is, but not 
to them that deſpiſe his law, God is not mer- 


ciful to any law-breaker ; but God is mer- 
eiful in providing a law-keeper to ſave us; 


cen, . . 


but he hath no mercy, for the Jaw-breaker. 
If a man expects life by the law, he muſt, die 
by it.—“ Aye, but Chriſt hath died for 'ſis- 
'ners;” and ſo he hath ; but Chriſt was ſent 
to fulfil the Jaw, and not to take it away. 
Chriſt came not to make the law of God 
leſs ſtrict in commanding than it was, nor 


leſs ſevere in threatening ; but Chriſt came to 


believe in him ſhall be ſaved from both. 
Chriſt took not away the law, but fulfilled it; 


and it is the reckoning of that fulfilling of 
the law by Chriſt to us, that is our ſalvation; _ 


and thus the righteouſneſs of the law is fulfilled 
in us. The righteouſneſs of the law was 


fulfilled by Chriſt, and this is reckoned to a4 


believer ;. and ſo the righteouſneſs of the law - 


of God is fulfilled in him ; fulfilled © by 
Chriſt, and ſo fulfilled in the believer in 


But now ſuppoſe. the light of the. word 


drives a man from both theſe yain imagina- 
tions, and he ſees the law to be ſo holy that 


no man can eſcape. its threatenings ; when 


the natural man is thus beat from. theſe two, 


Iz. He riſes up in rebellion againſt the 


there are a great many poor creatures that 


complain grievouſly that many blaſphemous 


thoughts follow them: I do believe that next 
unto the advantage that Satan may have over 


ſome bad-tempered minds, and ill-diſpoſed 


E 2 bodies, 
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ate i” am apt to believe that the main 
root of all theſe blaſphemies, is this point 
of doctrine that I am upon. When the 

oor creature was ſecure, he thought he 
_ could eaſily. fulfil the law of God, or ” avoid 
the curſe of it; but when he comes to ſee 
both theſe to be in vain, then, unleſs grace 
ſubdues the man's heart, it naturally riſes 
in rebellion againſt the law of Gd. Why 
did God give ſuch a ſtrict law, that no body 
can keep, but every one muſt be * 
by it?” Theſe very thoughts aroſe. 
Paul's mind, Rom. vii. 13. Was then 1545 
which was good made death to me? God for- 
bid. The apoſtle Paul never knew himſelf 
to be a ſinner till the law came; and the 
more cloſe the law came it ſle him the more, 
and quickened ſin in him more. Now, how 
can any one think well of that law that ſlays 
the ſinner, and enlivens the fin? God forbid, 
ſaith the apoſtle, that I ſhould ſay this was 
the end for which the law was made; but 
this was a bleſſed end in Chriſt's hand : fy 
By the commandment, fin appeared to be exceeding 
Vinful, that Paul might ſee his exceeding 
need of a Saviour. And there are two 
things that raiſe theſe rebellious thoughts 
againſt the law of God. 

(1.) When clear light about the law ſhines 
upon the man's conſcience, then all the 
| Babel-building of their own works are 
' thrown. unto 2 belt round: their praying, 

0 


; GG hearing, __ it is all thrown 
| to 


Tu 0 


to the ground by the law of God; —the 


law condemns them utterly in point of righ- 
teouſneſs. The law indeed commands them 
in point of practice, and it commends them 


as things pleaſing to God; but in point of 
righteouſneſs before God, the law condemns 


them utterly. The only language of the 
law is this, Do all, and live; fail in the 


leaſt, and die: —-and thus the man ſees all 


his own righteouſneſs is gone. And how 


unwilling are people to yield to this? 


What a great matter is it for a man to 


be able to do fo? When a poor awakened 
ſinner, that never knew the grace of God, 
or the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, when he 
hath by the force of good education, or the 
power of the word, been brought under 


ſome conviction of ſin and duty, he then 


ing, and reforming, and, it may be, hath 


been doing ſomething at this for ſeve- 


ral years; but in the mean time was an 


utter ſtranger to Jeſus Chriſt. Now what 


a great matter is it for a man to forego all 


this, as if it had no worth in it? But why 


ſhould not a man be willing to part with it? 
J count it all bus droſs and dung, ſaith the 


apoſt le, that I may win Chriſt, Phil. iii. 8. 
This blaſphemous frame is expreſſed in 


 Ezek. xxxlii. 10. and it hath reference to the 


point that I am upon: Therefore, O than 
Son of Man, ſpeak unto the houſe of Iſrael, T bus 


 # peak, ſajings If our tranſgreſſions, and aur 
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fins be upon us, and we pine away in them, 2 
Jhould we live? The meaning is this, The 
Lord is here, by his ſevere prophet, plaguing 
us with reproofs from the word of God for our 
fins, and the execution of God's threaten- 
ings are upon us in his judgments ; now if. 
we be ſinners, and God deals thus ſeverely 
with us, what ſhall come on us?“ Saith the 
Lord, ver. 11. There is a way of eſcape, 
Turn and li ve; but have a care you do. not 
truſt to your own righteouſneſs: for if you 
do, you are gone for good and all.” Ver. 13. 
When I. ſay to the righteous, he fhall ſurely live, 
if Be truſt-to his own righteouſneſs, and commit 
iniquity, all bis righteouſneſs ſhall not be remem- 
bered; but for bis iniquity that he hath com- 
mitted he hall die for it. 

(2.) When the ſinner once Bs chat 50 
is forced to forego all that he hath got al- 
ready, he then alſo ſees that there is no 
hopes for the time to come; that he hath 


no hopes at all of a righteouſneſs by the 


law; and this the poor ſinner reckons like 
the purting him into hell: he is as ſorry to 
part with the rotten props of his own righ- 
teouſneſs, as if the taking it away was the 
_ caſting him into hell; when it is the only way 
to ſave him from it. No man can be a be- 
liever on Jefus Chriſt, but he that def airs 
df righteouſneſs by his own doings.” This 
is the firſt thing I would have you examine 


yourſelves. about, What are your ſecret 


n+ of the law of God? There is na 
bY On 


_— T1 5 : 
righteouſneſs can come by it; and that is the 
excelleney of the law: it is none of the 
law's fault, but its glory, that no righ- 
teouſneſs can come by it: it is a rule of 
.righteouſneſs, but it is no means to confer 


righteouſneſs upon a ſinner. The law can 


give eternal life to a ſinleſs man; but it can 
give no life to a ſinner : F there had been a 


' Jaw that could have given life, verily, faith the 
apoſtle, righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the 


law, Gal. lii. 21. ** Righteouſneſs ſhould cer- 
tainly have come that way.” 


_ 2dly. Try what your thoughts are of the 


righteouſneſs of Chriſt, By the righteouſ- 
.neſs of Chriſt, I don't mean his divine ex- 
.cellency, as he is the Son. of God, equal 
with the Father; nor the excellency of the 
man Chriſt Jeſus, on whom the Spirit was 


poured forth without meaſure : but, I mean, 
that righteouſneſs that this God-man wrought . 
out for us, as our Redeemer, for our juſti- 


f ws 
* 1 
\ 4 


— 


cation, by bis life and death; this is called 
righteouſneſs of God, Rom. x. 3. And 


we 
4 


35 Ai he believer hath high, and eſteem- 


Ing thoughts of it, as an only righteouſneſs, 
and as a very glorious one. Let us compare a 


uttle what righteouſneſſes there are, have been, 


or can be.— The firſt righteouſneſs laſted but 
1434 1 E21! „wã 


 +every.qne_may know his ſtate towards Gd. 
DALE, thoughts of this :—every deſpiſer 

of it is a ſtranger to God, and every ſpi- 

ritual admirer of it is a man acquainted with 
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a Aitle while; that of the firſt Adam and 
Eve; it may be, i it was not a day old; how. 
ever, it was a yery ſhort one. Now, there 
is no compariſon between Chriſt's righteoul- 
neſs and this: it is true that this comes the 

neareſt to it: and the apoſtle Paul takes 
notice of this parallel, Rom. v. The firſt 
Adam he ſtood in the room of all his poſte- 
rity, and they all ſtood in him, and with 
him as long as he ſtood; and this was a 
pretty glorious obedience chat the firſt man 
performed, and if he had continued in it, 


the time of his trial, it was to have been 


reckoned for the benefit of all his poſterity; 3 
but it was but the righteouſneſs of a man; it 
was but the righteouſneſs of a creature; it 
was a righteouſneſs that would have continued 
. happineſs, but it could bring no happineſs 
to them that had once loſt it. If ſuch a 
thing could have been imaginable, that the 
firſt Adam had ſtood, and one of his poſte- 
rity had fallen, the firſt original 'righteoul- 
nes would” neverthave been able to er . . 
tained pardon for that finning off 75 "or. 
Adam. P Bur the righteouſneſs of our I 
Jeſus Chriſt is that which brings if 7 . 
don, and a title to eternal life, 15 'them't 
| had. forfeited all.—There is another * Fu- 


teouſneſs, a little one, 385 ' hardly worth that 


name, that is performe believers, it! obe- 
dience to the 1 holy law "te God; but this 
comes no way near to it.—If we may f ak 


of the 1 of the law, 2245 hh 
C 


[ * 


| hell, There are ſome poor creatures that don't 
imagine what hell is; they think it is the 


place that in all God's creation may be beſt 


ſpared : but let me tell you, hell is as uſeful 
a place as any it is there where the righ- 
teouſnefs of the law is proclaimed : every 


| laſh that is there given by the juſtice of God 


to the damned, proclaims aloud the righteouſ- 
- neſs and the holineſs of the law, But 1 
hope none will make any compariſon between 


that righteouſneſs that the law ſqueezes from- 


the damned by their puniſhment, and that 
zhteouſneſs that the law found in Chriſt 
when it bruiſed him for our iniquities. 


Every believer hath high thoughts of this 5 


A rightcouineſs of Chriſt, 


[2.] And not only ſo, but every believer 
hath venturing. thoughts on this righteouſ- 


Heſs of Chriſt : The man not only thinks 
highly of it, but he builds upon it, and 


9 8 himſelf to it. The ri ie oe of : 


. Chriſt is like a curious ark or whereby 


all that are embarked in it; Pr be. ſafely 4 


landed in heaven. Now it ſignifies nothing 
for a poor man to ſtand upon the ſhore, and 
to commend the ſhip, and fay it is a brave 


veſſel; he muſt get into Iv if ever he hath 
— mind to eſcape the deſtruction of the 


world, he muſt get into the ark, Chriſt. 


'Fhe. apoſtle hath an elegant ſimilitade; | 


Heb. xi. 7. By faith, Noah "ting warned o 
| God of things not ſeen as yet, moved with feat, 
Www an e to E 5 l 7 bis Toy 79 
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by which he condemned the world,: and became” 
Heir of the righteouſneſs which is by faith. Pray 5 
obſerve; The ſtate of Noah, and every man's 
ſtate by nature are alike. God tells Noah, 120 
years hence I will drown this whole world; 

and not a man, nor beaſt, nor fowl of heaven 
ſhall eſcape. Sirs, it. is not ſo long, by one 
half almoſt, to that time when we ſhall ho all 


in eternity! 120- years was but a ſmall time. 


to them, who lived 7 or 800 years. We 
are juſt in the ſame caſe : warning is given 
us 2 the courſe . of nature, 2 1 by the 
Word, that in a few years more we may, 
be all turned out of this world: and our dy- 
ing is of equal importance, as to our eternal 
ſtate, with Chriſt's coming; what difference 
is. there if -thou.ſhouldeſt- die this week, or 
if Chriſt ſhould come to judge the worlck 
this week ? Thy eternal eſtate is equally. 
concerned in both. Now, God: tells Noah, 
I. have provided an ark for thee; I: will 
drown. the whole world; but I will provide 
an ark for thee.” But after the man had. 


huilded it, he muſt get into it, or he could 


not be ſaved. by it. Now, here. comes in the. 
tidings of the goſpel; we are not bid to 
Prepare an ark, but we are told that God hath 
already prepared an ark, his own, Son, wha 
vag hewed and framed by the juſtice of God., 
that he might be made a fit lodging for poor 
finners. Now, the work: of all them that 
would be ſaved, is to getinto Jeſus Chriſt, 
And. to betake themſelves to this righteouſ- 
1% eB, and when they _ done ſo, to. reſt 
0 quietly: 


1 83 1 


quietly there. But yet this righteouſneſs of 


Chriſt, as much as it is, and ſhould be, 


| ſpoken of in the preaching of the word, 


yet multitudes of profeſfors never once 


thought of it; they often think we muſt be 


holy, and that Turks underſtand as well as 


you: But pray how do you think to come 


by your holineſs ? Without righteouſneſs? 


: 75 man ſhall be holy without the reckon- 
. ing of Chriſt's righteouſneſs to him ; with- 
out which you can never partake of Chriſt's 


ſpirit to ſanctify you. This ſeeking, and 


ſtudying, and framing a holineſs, without 


employing Chriſt, doth theſe two things. 


it diſhonours Chriſt utterly: and it renders 
holineſs altogether impoſſible. It is utterly 
impoſſi ble there ſhould be a ſpark of true 


Holineſs in that heart that is a ſtranger to 


faith in Chriſt Jeſus, Morality, and Pagan 
civility, there may be; but true goſpel holi- 


neſs 1s a bleſſed. conſequence of faich in Je- 


F 
 zdly. Try your ſtate by your thoughts of 


the grace of God :—what your thoughts of 


God's holy law are; and what your thoughts 


of your own righteouſneſs are: and then 


what your thoughts of the grace of God 


are. And whereloever the grace of God is, 


there will be right thoughts of it framed in 
the heart; and they will be many, and fe- 


rious, and very deep, and reverent; for the . 


matter is very great. What greater thing 


can a man be e about than the grace 
FA, E G 5 "0 


„„ = OD 


of God towards great ſinners ? Oh, what a 


weighty ſubject is this for meditation! and 
this I dare ſay, that he that hath but few 
and mean thoughts about the grace of God, 
never had one dram of the grace of God in 
himſelf: for all the grace that is in believers 
is but as a little drop from this great foun- 
tain; and wherever it is really communi- 
cated, the fountain from which it flows will 
be greatly admired.— There are a few things 
concerning theſe thoughts that I would ſpeak 
2 little to. . 
(I.) See that your thoughts of the law, 
and of the grace of God, and of the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, be ſuch as are ſquared 


with the word of God: -e mult think of 


rheſe things as God hath ſpoken of them in 


huis word; and not frame thoughts to our- 


ſelves, from our own imagination.— What 
faith the word of God concerning the law, 
and the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and the 
grace of God appearing therein? 5 
. 2.) Let your thoughts of theſe things be 
ſuch as you have when you are neareſt to 
God.—Pray take heed to this: all that are 
Chriſtians z underſtand a little of this, what 
it is to be nearer to God one time than 
another. If you are true Chriſtians, you 
will know what this means; if you. are not, 
this direction belongs not to you. There are 
ſome times when believers are nearer to God 
than at other times; and always, when a man 
is neareſt to God, his thoughts of — 
. | oe 


* 


T.. 
of God are beſt:—he would be a happy 
Chriſtian that could always retain the ſame 
ſentiments and ſenſe of the things of God 
that he ſometimes hath. When a perſon is 
near to God, and he hath lifted up upon him 
the light of his countenance; when the 
glory of God appears before the eyes of aman, 


What doth the man then think of the holy 


law of God, of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
and of the grace of God ? Oh, there is no- 
thing elſe chat makes. any conſiderable ap- 
f —— the eyes of a man at that time. 
I am very well perſuaded that the moſt con- 
fident pleaders of the cauſe of ſelf-righteouſ- 
nels, the men that plead moſt for being 
_ juſtified by the righteouſneſs of the law, If 
God would but ſpeak to them, and bring 
them near to himſelf, they would lay their 
hands upon their mouths and ſpeak no more. 
Behold I am vile, ſaith Job, What Jhall I an- 
ſiwer thee? I will lay ny band upon my month. 
Once have I ſpoken, but I will not anſtwer; yea, 
twice, but I will proceed no further. I have 
| beard of thee by the bearing of the ear, but 
now mine eye feeth thee, therefore I abbor my- 
ſelf, and repent in duſt and afhes, Job xl. 4, 5. 
and xlii. 5, 6.— Labour, I fay, to retain 
the ſame impreſſions of theſe great things of 
| God, that you had when you was neareſt 
MR. or oo ER: TR 
843.) Labour to have ſuch thoughts of the 
lawof God, and the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and 
| the grace of God, as you find exerciſed fouls 
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have. Labour to entertain the ſame thoughts 


A * 
U 


generality 


of theſe things, as you find the 
of exerciſed ſouls have. What a learned 


| ſcholar ſaith of theſe things, is not ſo much 

to the purpoſe; for they may miſtake in 
any things; but what is the current, gene- 

Tal ſenſe of all them on whoſe conſciences 


God ever wrought ; in whoſe conſciences 


there is any light? What is the general ſenſe 
that they all have of theſe things? Labour 


for that. Was there ever any Chriſtian un- 


der the hand of the Spirit of God, that had 
any difference in this point? Never one in 
this world: they all forſake the law, and 


deſpair of life by it: they all commend the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and betake them- 


ſelves to it: they all admire the grace of 
God, and venture their all upon it. What 
ſoever difference there may be about this or 
the other ordinance, or in other leſſer things, 
yet as to thoſe things, in which the very na- 
ture and heart of the new creature lies, there 


is no ſcruple at all about them. 


- (4.) Labour for ſuch thoughts of theſe 
things as you know you muſt have, and. 


will have when you come to die. Labour 
for ſuch thoughts of the law of God, and of- 


the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and of the grace 
of God, as you will have when you come 


to die. Dying thoughts are commonly the 
trueſt. When a man is launching into eter- 
nity, wlien the man hath, as it were, put 
ons foot off from the ſhore. of time, and is 


leaving 


: don't © uſe to brag of their lives, an 
great attainments : Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpi- 
_ *it, ſaith dying Stephen, Acts vii..59. © I am 

waiting for one good turn more from Chrift. 
Now, I am dying, Lord, take my foul.” Alibo“ 


[ 37 . 


eving this world —what a poor mean thing 


is this little cottage of ſclf-righteouſneſs ? 


It is as nothing in the man's eyes; but thar 


great palace of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
and the great tenor of free grace, in beſtow- 
ing it on the unworthy—what a glorious 
thing doth it appear to be? Dying & people 


my houſe be not ſo with God: ſaith dying David, 
yet he hath made with me an everlaſting cove- 
nant, ordered in all things, and ſure : this is 


all my ſatvation,. an all my def ire. 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 


lievers are of one mind now: and in the 
main things all unbelievers are in one mind ;. 

and unbelievers reckon Chriſt crucified: 
weakneſs and fooliſhneſs ; and all believers 


reckon. him. the wiſdom and the power of 


God: but when the laſt day comes, they 
will be all of one mind exactly, both good 
and bad; they on the right hand, and they 


on the left hand too. If this queſtion were to 
80 round to. all the eat aſſembly at the 
judge” 8 


- 
* 


their 


7% 4 Labour to have ſuch thoughts of | 
the? things as all men will have, both good. 
and bad, both. on the right hand and on the- 
left hand of the judge, at that great day. 
The world will once be all of a mind, that 

is queſtionleſs; in the main things all be⸗ 
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judge's left hand, What think you of the = 
 lawof God ?—" Oh! it is a holy, power. | 


ful, dreadful law,” would they ſay. We lie 
under it for evermore, and feel the laſhes of it.“ 
What think you of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt? 


It is a ſafe garment, happy they that are 
clothed with it; we have refuſed it, and 


therefore we are deſtroyed.” The deſpiſed 
grace of God is there precious to them : we 


uſe to ſay, * Truth is the daughter of Time: 
if I may reflect upon the words, Truth is 


the daughter of Eternity ;” and this day of 


eternity will bring forth truth to all men, 
as to theſe three points :—The holineſs. of 


the law of God—The virtue of the righ- 


teouſneſs of Chriſt—and, The dominion of 


the grace of God. Theſe are points that 


all the damned in hell, and all the glorified 
in heaven, will eternally have the ſame ſenti- 


ments of; but with wonderful difference as 


to their ſhare therein. The damned hear 
nothing but the curſe of the law: but it is 
the happineſs of the glorified in being de- 


livered from it. Rom. v. 21. That as fin 
bath reigned unto death, ſo grace reigns through 
ee unto eternal life by Feſus Chriſt out 
Lord. The words juſt going before are, (ver. 
20.) Where fin abounded, grate did much more 


abound. There are two great things that 


have filled this world ;—there were but two 


men in it that are worth talking of—the firſt _ 


Adam and the ſecond ; and if you know * 


1 %%. 
well, it is no great matter what you are ig 
norant of. The firſt Adam is the law; the 
ſecond Adam 1s the goſpel :, to the former 
belongs hell; and to the latter heaven. 
Now, theſe two great men brought in two 
great things: the firſt man brought in that 
woeful thing we call Sin; and the ſecond 
man brought in that brave thing we call 


Grace; and both theſe are great principles: 


ſin reigns, and all that it reigns over it 
deſtroys z it r unto death: and grace 
reigns, and all it ws. over it ſaves; 
5 ae he reigns unto eternal life, 1 righe 
Jeouſneſs, þ Jeſus Cbri * our Lend. 
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DoO not fruſtrate the grace of God; for if | © 
[ righteouſneſs come by 155 LE thew is Chriſt | 
dead in vain. You have heard of the con- 
neẽtion of this verſe with the preceding 
Part of the chapter: and of its relation to the ſl + 
ſcope of the apoſtle, and to that point of 
goſpel doctrine that he is there proving; 1 
and that is, That a man is not juſtified by  ** 
the law, but by Chriſt, or by faith in him. | 
And this verſe contains two arguments, the : 
firſt of which I have already. ſpoken to, and | 
finiſhed, In the former part of the words, | 
I do not fruſtrate the grace of God, would 
the apoſtle ſay, If I ſeek righteouſneſs by 
the, works of the law, I ſhould fruſtrate the | | 


*. 


grace of God;“ and from this I have ſpoken | 
at ſome length. to four points of e B+ 
| Fa. - I. The 


$16 . 5 
I. The grace of God ſhines gloriouſly 


in juſtifying a ſinner by faith in Jeſus. 
II. That it is a horrible ſin to fruſtrate 
the prace:of Cod ‚ u Pi oF 6 
III. That all who ſeek to be juſtified: by 
the law, do fruſtrate the grace of Gd. 
IV. This is a ſin, that no godly man, no 
ſound believer, can be guilty, of ; and this 
F obſerved from the apoſtle's ſaying, I do 
not- fruſtrate the grace of God. And this was 
ſpoken by him as he was a, believer, and 
; | not as an extraordinary officer of the 
I am now to enter upon the apoſtle's ſe- 
cond argument, in the latter part of the 
words, For if righteouſneſs come by the law, then 
different character, that the word come, is 
there added by our tranſlators, to make the 
ſenſe more ſmooth : according to the running 
of the word in the original, it is F righteouſ- 
neſs by the law, tben Chriſt is dead in vain.— 
law, then Chriſt is dead in vain,” There 
are implied, and contained in theſe words. 
two negatives, and two politives; and I 
would ſpeak a little to each. The two ne- 
gatives are theſe: iſt. That the righteoufſ- 
neſs that juſtifies a ſinner comes not by the 
law. - 2dly. That Chriſt died not in vain.— 
The two poſitives that are contained in thje 
wards are theſe ;—1ſt.. That if righteouſneſs 


J HWY © 


— 
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18 


— 


_ is perfectly 


1 


came by the law, then Chriſt died in vain.— 
2dly. That it is a horrible ſin to make 


Chriſt's death to be in vain. And how a ſin- £[ 


ner can be guilty of it, you ſhall hear 
Ijſt. The firſt negative in the text is, 
That righteouſneſs comes not by the law; 


and this is implied, when the apoſtle ſpeaks | 
of it, as a principle from whence fo abſurd 
a concluſion would follow :—it is plainly in- 


timated that righteouſneſs comes not by the 
law, becauſe the apoſtle faiths if it did do to, 
Chriſt was dead in van. 
I would ſpeak a little to this that the 
righteouſneſs of a ſinner for juſtification be- 
fore God, comes not by the law. There is 
nothing 'that'a 'man doth according to the 
law, there is nothing that a man ſuffers ac- 
- cording to the law, that can be his righ- 
teouſneſs before God; and there is ſome- 
_ Thing of both theſe attem ed by men, but 
both in vain. This I wou 
inner can have righteouſneſs by — 10 


1.) The law diſcovers ſin, and that is the 
- apoſtle's argument, Rom. iii. 20. Therefore 
by the deeds of the law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified 


ij bis fight, for by the Jaw is the: knowledge 


of fn. There is no fin in the law; but the 


: Knowledge of fin, by the law, is the know- 
ledge of a contrary by its contrary. The 

re but this ſtrict rule 
"diſcovers the crookinds that is in man's 
heart. By the lam 7s the "knowledge uf /in, 


Gal, . 11. Bur that no man i pufgie 


prove, that no 
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the law in the fe bt of God, it is evident, for 


| the juſt ſhall live by. faith. It was evident. 
to Paul, and it is evident to believers, 


but it can never be evident to an unbeliever, 
that no man is juſtified uy: the law, or by the 
works of it, 


(2.) No man can be :oftified by go law, 


becauſe the law condemns. every fin, and 


every ſinner for every fin. The law of God 
is ſo ſtrict, that it condemns every in, 
Now, that which condemns, cannot juſtify; 
for theſe two are contrary, Gal. iii. 10. 
As many as are of the works of the law, are 


under the curſe. The apoſtle Paul was a 
bold divine, he ſpoke the truth of God 


boldly, and cared i what men thought 


of it. Had the apoſtle ſaid, As many 
as break the 3 are under the curſe,” 
we would have thought that pretty tolerable ; 
but ſaith he, As many as are of the works 
of - the law, are under the curſe. Why ſo? 
Becauſe their works are not perfect: for it 


{| is written, faith the apoſtle, Curſed is every 


one that continueth not in all things, which are 


written in the book of the law to do them. 
The law curſeth every one that can't fulfil 


it: if a man could fulfil the whole law of 


God, and tranſgreſs but in one point, yet 


chat one fin would be condemned by the 
law, and the finner for it. 


3.) No man can be juſtified by the works 
of the law, becauſe every man 1s a ſinner. 
Rom. iii. 19, 20. What * ue, the 

e law 
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Jaw ſaith, it ſaith to them that are under the 
Jaw, that every mouth may be ſtopped, and 


that all the world may become guilty before God : 


therefore by the deeds of the law ſhall no fleſh 


be juſtified in the fight of God; for by the law 
is the knowledge of fin. The queſtion that 
the apoftle is there upon, is on this point, 
that 1 A ſo great a point in the Chriſtian re- 


ligion: How ſhall a ſinner be juſtified be- 


fore God ? It is not how a holy man may 


be juſtified :—it is not how a man that 
never ſinned may be juſtified : — but it 
is, How ſhall a /fnner be juſtified? A man 


that is fleſh be juſtified ? Now, faith the 


apoſtle, there 1 is no ele e in the ſight 
of God. 


3, oF ny The 1. Hein NO mercy. Mer- | 


cy and grace belong to another court 


than the law: The law came by Moſes , but grace 
and truth came by Jeſus Chriſt, John i. 17. 


Condemnation for fin belongs to the law, 
but juſtification from ſin belongs to the 
goſpel. The law hath nothing to. do with 
the one, and the goſpel hath nothing to do 
with the other. "Thela law hath nothing to do 
to condemn them that the goſpel abſolves.— 
But you will fay, ** Is not this a great 
fault in the law, that it cannot juſtify a man?“ 


The apoſtle ſpeaks ſome way like this in 


Heb. vii. 18, 19. Though I do believe that 
the apoſtle there rather means the Old Teſta- 
ment diſpenſation, than this law in its more 


general comprehenſive ſenſe that I am now 
Pong 
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ſpeaking of; For there is verily a diſamnil- 


law made nothing perfelt, but the bringing in 


nigb to God. This is a common thought 


ls it not a fault that the law can ſend men to 


No: It is the excellency of the law; not 
its fault, but its glory; for let us conſider 
a little what the law doth about righteouſ- 


ter rule of righteouſneſs in this world, than 
the holy law of God: therefore, when 
our Lord is dealing with a poor carnal le- 


ing thou art in the vein for doing,” keep - | 
the commandments. The poor man, not know-. [1 
ing his own heart, nor the breadth of God's 


my youth up. Saith our Lord, I will prove op 


1 + N 


ling of the commandment going before, for the 200 
weakneſs and unprofitableneſs thereof; for the © 

of a better hope did ; by the which we draw 
ariſing in the hearts of men, Is it not a 
fault in the law, that it cannot juſtify a man? 


— 


hell, but not bring them to heaven? I anſwer, 


* 


11 . . 
{:.] The law diſcovers and reveals a per- 
fect righteouſneſs; there is no ſurer, no bet- 


— 


— 
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galiſt, a puffed- up young man, that came 
to him in great haſte; with great zeal, run- 
ning to him, like a man that would be in 
heaven before any body elſe, Good maſter, 


what goad thing ſhall I do to inherit eternal life ? ” 1 


faith our Lord, You know, no man can 


come to heaven, but he that is perfectly "i 
righteous; now the only rule of perfect 


righteouſneſs is the law of God: and, ſee- 


law, replies, All theſe things have I kept from 
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| thee a breaker of the law, and a groſs one 
too;“ Go and ſell all that thou haſt, and give to the 
poor; and follow me, and thou ſhall have trea- 
ſures in heaven. Not that a title to eternal 
life comes to any man by giving his eſtate to 
the poor; but our Lord hereby diſcovers 
the rottenneſs of the poor ſelf-juſticiary's 
heart, that the man quickly, before all the 
company, diſcovered that his eſtate was 
more valuable to him than eternal life, Our 
Lord would have him give an evident proof, 
that his heart was diſengaged from the world, 
and then follow him, and he ſhould be 
ſaved; but he went away ſorrowful, for he 
had great poſſeſſions, Matt. xix. 16, &c. There 
is a perfect rule of righteouſneſs in the law 
of God, for the moſt perfect creature that 
ever was; for ſinleſs Adam in his ſtate of 
innocency, The law of God is perfect: ſo 
it is often called in the word of Gd. 
| [2.] This righteouſneſs that the law of 
Sad diſcovers, it alſo commands by its au- 
thority: all manner of righteouſneſs is com- 
manded by the law of God. 
Iz3.] All fin is threatened by the law 
of God; yea, the want of this righteouſneſs 
which it commands, is threatened by the 


: 


"6. | NN 
I.] By the law the promiſe of eternal 
life is made to the righteous ; for the law of 
God, compleatly conſidered, hath the pro- 
miſe of eternal life to all the obeyers of it: 
but never man ſhall reach it, becauſe the 

n 


— 
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| righteouſneſs of the law is impracticable: it 


requires that righteouſneſs that no man can 


perform; and, therefore, what it promiſes 


no man can attain to. This the apoſtle 
calls the impoſſibility of the law: ſo it is 
in the original; we read it, bat the law 


could not do, in that it was weak through the 


fleſh, Rom. viii. 3. The true reaſon why the 
law cannot give life, is becauſe of the fleſh 
of them that are under it: no man can ful- 
fil the righteouſneſs of the law, and, there- 
fore, no man can attain to life by the law.,— 
So much for the firſt negative implied here, 
That no righteouſneſs can come by the works 
of the law. 1 „ 
_ 2dly. The other negative is this, That 
Chriſt died not in vain. Now, this word, 
in vain, reſpects two things: iſt. That is 


ſaid to be done in vain, which is needleſs.— 


2dly. That is faid to be in vain, that is unprofit- 


ably done. Now, neither of theſe can be 
ſaid of the death of Chriſt: there was great 


need of his dying, and great good came by 
| bis dying, and, therefore, he died not in 
vain. 5 pg 


11.) There was great need of Chriſt's dy- 


ing, and that upon manifold reſpects; I will 


name a few. 


[1]. In regard of the decree of God, there 


was a neceſſity of his dying; and this our 


Lord had in his eyes, when he was come juſt 
upon the borders of dying, John xii. 27. 
Now is my ſoui 3 What foall I ſay? 


Father, 
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Father, ſave me 3 this Bo-; 3 for 2 5 
cauſe came I unto this hour , where our Lord 


hath reſpect to the neceſſity of his dying, 


upon the account. of the divine appoint- 


ment. 
[2.] It was neceffary” upon the account 


of the covenant between the Father and the 


Son: Chriſt promiſed to die, and, there- 
fore, he muſt be as good as his word :— 


A body thou haſt prepared me; then ſaid E 


Lo, I come, (in the volume of the book it is 


dritten of me) to do thy will O God. And 
what was that will of God? Dying was his 
will, and the bleſſed conſequences of it. Heb, 


* 
[ 3. 2 It was needful upon the account of 5 
the ſcriptures: and this our Lord inſiſts 


on frequently. The ſcriptures of the Old 


Teſtament foretold Chriſt's death: there 


were many predictions and prophecies of it; 
many types and ſhadows of it; therefore 
our Lord tells his diſciples, Luke xxiv. 44. 
Theſe are the words that I ſpake unto you, whilſt 
| Twas yet with you, that all things muſt be ful. 


filled, which are written in the law of Moſes, 
and in the prophets, and in the Pſalms concern- 


ing me. And again, ver. 46. Thus it is crit. 


ten, and thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and 
zo riſe from the dead the third day. There was 


a neceſſity of it for the Falling: of the 
ſcriptures, and, therefore, our Lord rebuked 
Peter, when he offered to make a defence 


for his maſter : How then ſball the eriptures 


= e 1 
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i fulfilled, that thus it muſt be? Matt. xxvi. 54. 
Put up thy ſword, man, this is no place 
for that work : the ſcriptures are fulfil- 


lin 
740 Theres was a neceſſity of Chriſt's 
| death for the ſalvation of his people. Their 


_ _ juſtification, and their ſalvation, were only 
mo about by the death of Jeſus 
hri 


(2.) And that leads me to the ſecond 


head Chriſt's death was not in vain : for 
there was great fruit and and profit by it. 

[ 1.] It brought in an everlaſting righteouſ- 
| wes which ſhould ſtand accepted before 


God: this is what our Lord wrought out by 


his death, foretold by the prophet, Daniel 
ix. 24. To bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs. 

[2.] There was not only a righteouſneſs 
brought i in, but by Chriſt's death there was 
a purchaſe made; a purchaſe of grace and 
glory for his people. The death of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt purchaſed great things for 
us, even all things that we enjoy. It did not 
indeed purchaſe the covenant of grace; for 
the covenant of grace ſent Chriſt ; but yet it 
purchaſed all the 4/z//ings of the covenant ; for 
the grand condition of that covenant was, 


that Chriſt muſt buy all the good things 


contained in it by the 0 of his own 
blood. 


13.1 Chriſt died not in vain, r bis 
blood confirmed and ſealed the charter: 


' This is my blood of the New Teſtament, whith 
Mt = EN . 
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7s fed for many for tbe remiſſion of ſons, drink 
ye all of it, Matt. xxvi. 27, 28. Chriſt's 
dearh confirmed the covenant, and made "i 
a Teſtament, Heb. ix. 15, 20. 

[4-] Chriſt's death was not in vain, 
but for great profit: for thereby a way to 
heaven was made plain to believers, a patent 
way to heaven. How bleſſedly doth the apo- 
ſtle fpeak of this, Heb. x. 19, 20. Having 
therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter into the 
holieft by the blood of Feſus : by a new and 
living way which he hath conſecrated for us, 
through the wail, that is to ſay, bis fleſh,— 
The meaning is, his eb rent; the conſe- 
crating of the way, was by rending the 
fleſh of Jeſus Chriſt. — The righteouſneſs 
that juſtifies us—che bleſſings That make 
us happy—the covenant that fecures them— 
and the way to heaven, are all by the death of 
- Jeſus Chriſt :=and they are ſtrangers to all 
theſe things, who don't know that their 
way to them, lies through this vail of the 
lain Son of God,—So. much for the two ne- 
gatives. 5 

2dly. 1 am now to ſpeak to the two. poſi- 
tives in the words. 

..) That if righteouſneſs c comes by the 
law, then is Chriſt dead in vain. I have 
told you that righteouſneſs comes not by 
the law, and that Chriſt did not die in vain. 
Now, the apoſtle joins them together, and 
ſhews what a ſtrange aſpe& they have one 
Upon ant. hd Eb, come by the 32 5 
Then 


4: 08 1 
then Chriſt is dead in vain. This is an in- 
ference that will neceffarily follow, If righ- 
teouſneſs comes by the law, then Chriſt died 
in vain, to work out righteouſneſs ;—if righ- 
teouſneſs comes by the law, Chriſt's death 
was in vain in the main end of it, viz. to 
work out righteouſneſs, — My friends, I 
would have you conſider this with your- 
ſelves, and this one thought may ſerve to 
rectify many miſtakes ;=Our Lord Jeſus 
_ Ehriſt did not die to make hard things eaſy, 
to make a hard way to heaven eaſy; but 
Chriſt died to make impoſſible things cer- 
tain. He did not die to make it more eaſy to 
get to heaven than it was before; but he 
died to make certain a way to heaven, that 
was 7mpoſſible before. Rom. vili- 3. Nhat 
'the law could not do, in that it was weak. 
through the fleſh, God, ſending his own Son in 
the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin condemned 
in in the fleſh;—and again, Gal. iii. 21. 
If there had been a law that could have given 
_ righteouſneſs, verily righteouſneſs had been by 
the law. But becauſe there was no law 
that could give righteouſneſs to man, there- 
fore Chriſt came to bring about that which 
was altogether impoſſible. How unworthily 
do they think of Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
grand concern of his death, that look upon 
it only as purchaſing a new law, whereby 
men might come to heaven on eaſier terms 
than they could by the old! Chriſt came 
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to purchaſe a new way to heaven : a way. 


that none could make but he: a way 


without which none could ever have come 
to heaven :—and really (though I acknow- _ 
ledge that about things ' unrevealed, and 

about the ſecret things of God, men ſhould 

be ſober) that notion of the poſſibility o 
the ſalvation of the Heathen, that never 
heard of Jeſus Chriſt, is condemned in this 
text. If a Pagan, that never heard of 
Chriſt, may be ſaved, then is Chriſt dead 
in vain, If the end that Chriſt died for, can 
be reached any other way,. then certainly 


Chriſt died in vain, If the righteouſnels 


that Chriſt died for, could have been at- 
tained any other way; if the fulfilling of the 
law, that Chriſt underwent, in order to this 
righteouſneſs; if theſe could have been 
done any other way, Chriſt died in vain. 

/ 00th 5 
(.̃ 2.) The ſecond poſitive is, That mak- 


ing Chriſt's death to be in vain, is a hor- 


rible ſin. — The apoſtle is here arguing 
from abſurdities ; and he, argues from two 


of the greateſt that can enter into the minds 


of men. — Tf you ſeek righteouſneſs by 
the law, you fruſtrate the grace of God, 
and what a wretched creature is that! 
If you ſeek righteouſneſs by the law, you 
make Chriſt's death*in vain; and can you 
do any thing worſe, than to kick againſt the 

grace of God, and to make the * 1 : 


[ 103 'F 


Chriſt in vain?” Theſe ſins are very great. 
But you will ſay, Can any man make Chriſt's 
death in vain? No. No man, nor any devil. 
neither, nor all the devils together, can frul- 
trate the virtue of Chriſt's death; it is 
above the reach of hell and earth. The 
devil, and the wicked world, thought to 
make Chriſt's life in vain, by putting him 
to death; to put an end to his doctrine, 


and life, and diſciples, by killing him; and 


to put an end to all, by keeping him in 
the grave : but to make Chrilt's death in 
vain, is utterly impoſſible : it is ſo cer- 
tain, ſo reverend a tranſaction of divine Pro- 
vidence, contrived in fo much wiſdom, that 
its end muſt neceſſarily be reached. Burt, 
though no man can make Chriſt's death to 
be in vain really yet, 
[I.] A man may make it in vain to him 
þ elf, he may reduce himſelf into the ſame 
aſe as if Chriſt had never died. Behold, 
I Paul, /ay unto you, that if you be circum- 
ciſed, Chrif ſhall profit you nothing, Gal. v. 2. 
A ſtrange word! Chriſt ſhall profit you no- 
thing | —Was the apoſtle Paul a man that 
preached an unprofitable Chriſt? No: but 
Lon render him vain, if you ſeek righteouſ- | 
neſs by the law. Ver. 4. Chriſt is become 
of. no Heli to you; whoſoever is juſtified by 
the law, is fallen from grace. A juſtified 
man 0 by the law, there never was in this 
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world : but the apoſtle ſpeaks of it 
here as ſuppoſing the beſt; ſuppoſing they 
had got all that they could have deviſed, 
for their juſtification. by the law; ſun- 
poſing that they had obeyed the law more 
- pertectly than any finner ever had done, 
faith the apoſtle, © This is all the benefit 
you would reap by it, Chriſt's righteouſ- 
neſs would be of no effect to you. —A 
man makes Chriſt's death to be in vain to 
bimſeif, when he doth not lay hold of its 
power, and virtue by faith, 
l.2.] A man makes Chriſt's Wed to 
be in vain, by doing all that he can to 
make it ſo; 3 though he doth not do fa 


in fact. And you will find this the rule 


of God's dealing z he meaſures men's wicked- 
neſs, and judges of their actions, by the 
native deſign of them; though they never 
reach it. In all acts of diſnonouring God, 
and rebellion againſt him, God deals wich 
men according to their ſinful intentions, in 

theſe fins, though they fall far ſhort of tak- 


ing effect. A ſinner, by his ſelf-righteouſ- _ 


neſs, cannot make C hriſt's death to be in 
vain; but he doth all that he can to make 


it ſo: and this is what the apoſtle means here 
when he faith, F righteouſneſs come by the 
la, then Chriſt is dead in vain. © You do 
all that you can to make Chriſt's death in 


vain.” N 
8 5 mould : 


. 


8 


of the greatneſs of this ſin, of making 


1 ſhould now come to ſpeak ſomething 


Chriſt's death in vain; of entertaining any 


principles, or practices, that have a ten- 


dency that way. But I cannot enter upon 
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SERMON VI. 


SGALATIANS Chap, ii. Ver. 2 1. 
(Latter Clauſe.] 


F righteouſneſs come by the Law, then Chriſt is 
TE. dead in wain. LG 


DO not fruſtrate the grace of God, for if 

© righteouſneſs come by the law, then Chriſt 
16 dead in vain. The moſt ſacred things re- 
vealed to us in the word of God, are theſe 


'  two—the grace of God—and the death of 


Chriſt; and they are joined cloſe together; 
they are two things that all who have a 
mind to be ſaved muſt conſtantly have in 
their eyes; the grace of God—and the death. 


of Chriſt: and yet there are not a few that 


deſpiſe both; that fruſtrate the one, and 
make the other in vain: and this charge 
the apoſtle lays upon an error, that he is 
reproving the Galatian churches for, and 


krhat was their ſeeking righteouſneſs by the 
law, and the works of it. I have ſpoken 


unto theſe. words, as containing two flrong 
7 N | arguments 


/ \ 


| E 30% I 
arguments againſt ſecking of righteouſneſs 
by the works of the law. 
> That thereby the grace of God- is 
fruſtrated. 
II. That thereby Chriſt's death is made - 
to be in vain ;—as far as the wickedneſs of 
man can do the one, or the other. : 

Upon this ſecond argument I was the laſt 
time, and ſpoke ſomething to four notes 
that 1 drew from i it; two A 5 negatives, 
and two of them poſitives. | | 

-1ſt. That there is no righteouſneſs, for the 
juſtifying a ſinner, that can come by the law. 
Never man got to heaven by the law : never 
a man got to Heaven by his own good doings. 
All go to hell for their own evil doings 
but no man, ſince fin came into the world, 
ever went to heaven by his own good doings. 
That I proved. 

2dly. The other negative contained. here 
is, That Chriſt hath not died in vain— 
for the apoſtle doth certainly imply that he 
did not die in vain; when he aggravates the 
fin of ſeeking righteouſneſs by the law, as 
inferring ſo horrible an abſurdity ; for he is 

ointing forth the heinouſneſs of this ſin 
in very dreadful colours, on purpoſe t to 
make it hated. | 
Ihe two poſitive truths contained here are 
: theſe : 5 

iſt. If there was any RG could. 
come by the law, Chriſt's death would be 
in vain. Chriſt had died in vain, if an 
man 2 could have ſtood accepted . before God, 

5 without 


L vor N 


without the virtue of his death, The vir- 
tue of Chriſt's death, was of efficacy for 
the rendering men accepted before God, 
even before he came into the world. The 
fathers, that died before Chriſt came, were 
ſaved by the ſame faith, that believers on 


Chriſt were faved by, after he came. So 


faith the apoſtle, Acts xv. 11. But we be- 
lieve, that x ork h the grace of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, we hal) be ſaved, even as they; 
comparing the Ola amine and the New 
Teſtament diſpenſation together. 8 
(2) The ſecond poſitive was this, That 
king Chriſt's death to be in vain, was agreat 
and horrible fin, I told you, it was impoſfible 
to make it vain really, or to hinder any of 
its excellent fruits. As no man could hin- 
der the ſolid cauſes of it, fo no man can 
hinder the ſtrong fruit of it:—the fruit of 
the death of Chriſt, is quite out of the 
reach of men or devils. When our Lord 


was in his humbled ſtate; the Devil could, 3 


upon permiſſion, carry his body up to the 
. Shun of the Temp e : but be had no 
Power to hurt him. Wien he was in this 
world, one wicked diſciple betrayed him, 
and the reſt cowardly forfook him; his ene- 
mies prevailed againſt him in the hour and 
power of darkneſs, and took away his life; 
but for the fruit and virtue of his death, 
that is lodged higher than man can reach: yer | 

men may make ( hriſt's death to be in vain. 

Iſt. To themſebves—A poor creature, that 

hath not faith in Chriſt, gets no more good 


L109 J 
of him, than if Chriſt had never died ; or 
if Chriſt's death had been in vain ;. than if he 

5 had never died; or had died to no purpoſe. 
2 ᷣꝗ4ly. God will always reckon with men 

: according. to their deſign in ſinning. All 

fin is a breaking of Cos law; Fut yet 
God's law will not t be broken, but will We 
alt the breakers of it :=ſfin is counted, and 
charged as a diſhonouring of God ; and yet 
the Lord's honour is advanced in the ruin of. | 
the ſinner. 

1 proceed now to mew you the dread- 

fulneſs of this ſin, of doing any thing that 
hath a tendency to the making Chriſt's 
death to be in vain, I would firſt aggra - 
vate this ſin in its juſt meaſures; and then 
come to the application, and ſhew how com- 
mon a fin this is.—lt is a great fin to make 
Chriſt's death in vain, in the way wherein 
it is practicable ; and in that ſenſe that the 
* e here means. 
Ain, Leer us. coniider God; whenſde vet 
we are to take the juſt meaſure of any 
fin we are to take it with reſpect to 
God. This is the grand aggravation of 
all fin, that it is againſt God, When David 
is confeſfing, with deep remorſe, his vile. fins 
of adultery and murder, which were ſins 
againſt his neigh bour; M ainſt thee, thee only, 
bave F fined, faith he, and done this evil in 
thy fight, Pal, li. 4. Now let us conſider | 

Se this ſin doth with reſpe& to God ;— _ 
and here we muſt take up ſome account of 


ot, according: to the goſpel "I of 
Im 


| E 0 1 
him : "Wy as Jeſus Chriſt is not revealed 
by the law, ſo neither is the ſir» of render- 
Ing his death to be in vain, aggravated by 
the law, as it is by the diſcoveries made of 
God in the goſpel. It is a fin againſt God 
the Father, and againſt God the Son, and 
againſt God the Holy Ghoſt.  _ 

(I.) To make this ſin appear in its great- 
neſs, firſt, it is againſt God the Father woe- 
fully. The greateſt contrivance that ever 
the Dental wiſe God had, for the glory of 
his name, was the working out of eternal 
redemption, by the death of his own Son, 
for a company of loſt finners. This is the 
chief of the ways of God: all things re- 
vealed of him, _ of his counſel, and of his 

- purpoſe, and of his actions, are all but low, 
in regard of this; all others are ſubſervient 
to this act of Divine Providence: this is the 
chief of the ways of God. Let us ſee what 

treaſures of his glory are concerned therein. 
[I.] There is infinite wiſdom in contriv- 
- in a way, that the underſtanding of an- 


gels and men could not find out, and when 


it is revealed, it cannot be fully known. It is. 
ſaid concerning the angels, that they defre 
_ to pry into thoſe things : into thoſe things that 
the Spirit reveals, concerning the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould. follow, 1 Pet. i. 
11, 12. Now, if the glorified angels in hea- 
ven be ſtudents of Jeſus Chriſt, and of the 
glory of his ſufferings, and of the glory 
that was the fruit thereof, how much more 
ſhould men do 2 There 1 is a a manifold wiſdom. 


of 


I 
of God that ſhines therein, and is perceived 
by, and made known to them. Eph. ili. 10. 
To the intent that now unto the principalities 
and powers in heavenly places, might be made 
known, by the church, the manifold wiſdom 
| of God, according to bis eternal purpoſe, which 
he purpoſed in Chriſt Feſus our Lord. Now, 
where the wiſdom of God is ſo much con- 

_ cerned, judge you what a provocation it 
mult needs be, when fooliſh man does all 
that may be to defeat this wiſdom. Chriſt. 
as crucified, is called the wiſdom of God, and 
power of God : but unto poor ignorant man 
heis fooliſhneſs and weakneſs, I Cor. 1 i. 23, 
* 

(2.] In this way of ſaving us by the 
death of Chriſt, there is the great grace, and 
mercy of God, that he would magnify. 
Now, what a great ſin muſt it be to count 
all this in vain? God ſo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
ſoe ver believeth on him, ſhould not periſh, but 
ſhould have: everlaſting life, John tit. 16. 

God commendeth his love to us, in that whilſt we 
were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us, Rom. v. 8. 
And ſhall this love be ſo far deſpiſed, as 

that a man Wall endeavour to make it be in 
vain? 

1 5 This is contrivance, „ aw 
the magnifying — holy law of God. The 
Lord is ſo zealous for his law, that he will 

part with it for no man's ſake. He will 
not abate an ace of che * of his law, 
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. 
for the ſaving of the world: but he hath 
found out a * to give the law all its due, 
and yet to give the poor ſinner all that he 
needs. This is marvellous : the law 
all the righteouſneſs it demands, and the 3 | 
ner gets all the juſtification he needs: the 
law ſhall be honoured, and juſtice ſhall be 
ſatisfied, and the ſinner ſhall be faved, and 
not deſtroyed : God ts Juſt, and the juſti- 
fier of bim that believes in J Crip, N 
Rom. 11. 26, 

(2.) This fin is alfo aggravated, as . 
againſt God the Son. Let us conſider what 
Chriſt's death was; it was the greateſt con- 
cernment of a divine perſon. It was a great 
deal better to ſay, all the martyrs died in 
vain: it were a far leſs ſin to ſay, as the 
ungodly world doth, © That they threw 
away their hves, with their folly and pre- 
_ Ciſeneſs ; when they might have ſaved them 
with a word, or a bow, or a cringe, 
to the idols of the nations.” It were a 
great ſin to ſay ſo: you know how the apoſtle 
aggravates this as a great abſurdity, as to 
the doctrine of the reſurrection: Then they 
alſo that are fallen aſleep in Chriſt are periſhed, 
1 Cor. xv. 18. But that was a ſmall matter, 
in regard of making Chriſt's death to be in 
vain, which was a ſpecial concern of a di- 
vine perſon. The blood ſhed, was the blood 
4 Cod, Acts xx. 28. And can God's blood 
be ſhed in vain? It was the loweſt ſtep, 


1 3 1; 
and the crowning act of Chrift's ſufferings: 


all that went before would not ſerve; the 
low eſtate he was born i in, and the manifold 


afflictions he lived in; bis being ſeized on in 
the night with ſoldiers, and lanterns, as a 
thief ; his being bound, his being fcourged, 


his being nailed to the croſs in torment 


this will not do neither. The crowning, 
and ſaving act of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was 
his dying. It was alſo the grand pledge of 


our Lord's love, the great difcovery, the 


| wt proof of his love to his people. He 
oved his church, and gave bimſelf for it, 


Eph. v. 25. He loved us, and waſhed us 


from our ſins in his own blood, Rev. i. 5. 
Greater love hath no man than this, that a ma 


lay down bis life for his friend, i. e. A 
greater teſtimony. of love than this can no 


man give, than to part with his life for 


7 them that he loves,” John xv. 13.— Now, 
judge you, what a great ſin it muſt needs be 


for a man to lay an imputation of vanity, 
reat pledge of 
itt, to 7 he: 


and unprofitableneſs, on this 
the love of our Cord Jeſus Chir 
died in vain? 

(3.) This ſin of charging Chriſt's death 


to be = Wo is a fin againſt the Holy 


Ghoſt; it is ſinning againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 


We end concerning the Holy Ghoſt, that | 
he framed that 'body that our Lord. lived 
in, and died in; he was conceived of the 
* Ghoſt, Matt, i. 20. Next, Chriſt was 


anointed. 
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| anointed- -by the Spirit without meaſure = 
which was our Lord's text at Nazareth. 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he 
hath anointed me to preach- the goſpel to the 
poor, Luke iv. 18.——The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me. The Holy Ghoſt did aſſiſt him, 
and witneſs to him in his death, and at his 
reſurrection. And therefore, when Stephen 
was preaching Chriſt, to Chriſt's murderers, 
he aggravates their ſin by this, Te. ſtiff-necked, 
and uncircumciſed in heart, and ears, ye do al. 
ways reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt ; as your fathers did, 
ſo do ye. Eſpecially, this ſin is greateſt 
when the Holy Ghoſt 1s convincing men, 

by the law, of their vileneſs ; and convinc- 

ing men, by the goſpel, of the relief that is 
offered by Chriſt Jeſus :—and a great many 
ſtruggle againſt the Spirit of God in both 
theſe caſes. It is a long while before the 
ſinner. yields to the conviction of the Spi- 
tit, that all things are naught within, and 
that there is nothing right in them; and 


it is as long, many times, before they yield 


© to be in vain, is a dreadful 


to the Holy Ghoſt, in yenturing their ſouls 
on Chriſt as a ſufficient Saviour,—And thus 
you ſee how this ſin. is aggravated, as being 
againſt God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghoſt. But to come a little 
a lower. - 25 
(2.) This fin in of making Chriſt's. death 
in againſt others 
alſo. It is a fin againſt ſinners and againſt 
ä Es believers | 
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Tas 
believers alſo. It is ſo far a ſin againſt 
others, that every unbeliever, every ſtub- 
born refuſer of life and ſalvation by Chriſt's 
death, doth, in a manner, teach all others to, 
run on in the ſame way of deſtruction that 
he takes. He that ſaith Chriſt died in vain, 
doth in a manner cut the throats of the 
whole world; for all that are ſaved, muſt 
be ſaved by the virtue of his death. It is 
alſo a great ſin againſt believers. The 
apoſtle aggravates this in the caſe of ſcan- 
dal; and the ſcandal that the apoſtle there 
ſpeaks of, was in the untender uſe of Chriſ- 
tian liberty. Lou ſin againſt Chriſt, and 
then you, alſo, cauſe your weak brother to pe- 
riſb, for whom Chriſt died, 1 Cor. viii. 11, 12. 
The word [periſh] there, might well have 
been rendered in another Engliſh word that 
is leſs offenſive : ** Through thy knowledge ſhall 
the weak brother periſh, or rather, ſtumble and 
fall, for whom Chriſt died; for when you 
fin ſo againſt the brethren, and wound their 
weak conſcience, you ſin againſt Chriſt.“ 
Now, the thing that I drive at, is this; If the 
apoſtle thus aggravates the untender uſe of 
Chriſtian liberty, without a due regard to 
the weakneſs of other Chriſtians, that may 
be. overthrown and hurt thereby, how much 
more muſt this fin be aggravated, of en- 
deavouring to make Chriſt's death to be in 
am Br; ifs 141 Tag „ ee 
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[i.] This ſtrikes at the foundation of the 

Chriſtian's faith: for if a man hath any 
faith at all, it muſt be built on Chriſt's 

death; that you will make no queſtion of: 
that faith which is not built on a dying 

= - Chriſt, is but a perilous dream, God 


© awaken all from it that are in it! When the 


apoſtle is placing the foundation of his con- 
fidence, in that ſong of triumph, Rom. viii. 
33, 34, the very firſt word of it is, Who 
ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's elett? 
it is Chriſt that died, © IS 
 [2.] Fhis fin ſtrikes againſt the foun- 
dation of all a Chriſtian's peace and com- 
fort. Not only is the behever's ſtate ſe- 
cured by his faith in Jeſus Chriſt; but his 
quiet, and the calm of his conſcience, are 
maintained alſo the ſame way. If the vir- 
tue of the death of Chriſt be taken away, 
all the joy of believers goes with it: for 
it ſtands only in this. The death of Chriſt 
— 3 virtue and value, and therefore, 
the believer's joy ſprings up perpetually. 5 
e 
Praifes of the ſaints on earth, and of 
the glorified in heaven. To make Chriſt's 
death in vain, would drown all the 
muſic both of heaven and earth. No 
believer here could give any praiſe; and 
there would be no praiſes there. The ſong 
of Moſes and the Lamb riſes from this 
the Lamb was ſlain; Worthy is the ow ” 


Eo „ 


that wwas ſlain, 40: receive power, and riches. and 


wiſdom, and ftrength, and honour, amd glory, 
and blefſing, Rev. v. 12. They ſing that 


praiſe eternally, becauſe they n feel 


the virtue of his blood. 


APPLICATION. 


I COME now to make ſome improve- 


ment of this point.—If it be ſo dreadful 
2a fin to make the death of Chriſt ito be in 
vain, How fearful a thing is it, that yet 
this fin is fo common ? I know multitudes 
think themſelves as free from it, as the Ga- 
latians, to whom Paul wrote, thought them- 
ſelves free from the error he charges them 
with: but men's imaginations are no proof 
of their innocency. It 1s here. charged up- 


on them that they were guilty of it; other - : 


wiſe they would not thus have been charged; 
by the Holy Ghoſt, with the ſin of mak- 


ing Chriſt's 4 to be in vain, as much 
as man can do, and as to themſelves. 1 


will inſtance in a few things, AS proofs of 
. 

iſt, To 3 with that inſtance in the 
text, of ſeeking righteouſneſs by the law: 
Whoſoever they be that feck righteouſneſs 


by the law, theſe men make Chriſt's death 


to be in vain, If they do ſo, Chriſt is become 


of no 8 elt to them: on profits them no- 


thing, Jal. v. 25 4. But at are theſe,” 
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5 „ 
ſay you, that ſeek righteouſneſs by the law?” 
I might anſwer this queſtion with another, 
Who doth not? Every body doth, in one mea- 
ſure or another. Seeking righteouſneſs by 
the law, is when a poor ſinner thinks he 
can be able, ſome time or another, to do 
that which God will be gracious to him for: 
- whether it be a work of the law, or a work 
of the goſpel, it is all one for that: when a 
man thinks to do that for which God will 
accept him as a righteous man, and ac- 
count him no more a ſinner—this is one 
that makes Chriſt's death to Be in vain: 
for if it were poſſible that any man could 
be righteous before God, by any thing 
that he could do, faith the apoſtle, Chriſt is 
f / 
_- 2dly. All apoſtates from the Chriſtian 
profeſſion are chargeable with this ſin of 
making Chriſt's death to be in vain; and 
there are not a few of them in the age we 
live in. They are ſo dreadfully painted forth 
in the word of God, that, if I may ſo ſay, 


their very picture hath ſcared many an ho- 


[neſt heart; many honeſt-hearted believers 
have been ſcared dreadfully with ſeeing the 
picture of theſe apoſtates. Heb. vl. 6. 
it is ſaid, They crucify to themſelves the Son 
of God afreſh, and put him to open ſbame. 
_ Heb. x. 29. Of how much ſorer puniſhment, 
ſuppoſe ye, ſhall be be thought worthy, who 
hath trodden under foot the Son of God, word i 
pp; VVV 
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bath counted the blood of the covenant, where- 
with he was ſanctiſied, an unholy thing, and 
| hath done deſpite to the Spirit of Grace? 
Theſe perſons once made a profeſſion that 
there was virtue in the blood of Chriſt; 
but now they are come to renounce it.— 
I am truly afraid of this thing; it hath often 
come in my mind: we have a generation 
amongſt us, that are plagues come from hell; 
men called DersTs, which is nothing elſe 
but a new court word for an Atheiſt : and 
they that are called Socinians, which is only a 
more civil word for a Turk; people who don't 
believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God, 
but only a good man that died at Jeru- 
ſalem. They believe not that Chriſt died 
for any other ends than to teſtify the truth 
of his doctrine, and to ſet us an example 
to ſuffer patiently for the truth. My thoughts 
are not only about the horror of this hereſy, 
that all ſhould tremble at; but my real jea- 
louſy 1s, that there are amongſt them not a 
few that have ſinned the fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt ; that have come up to blaſ- 
pheming the Spirit of God, and the blood 
of the Everlaſting! Covenant, ſhed by the 
Son of God. The Spirit of God hath 
written their doom, and let the ſaints wait 
in fear and patience, till God execute it: 
for execute it he will, were their quality 
ever ſo high, their number ever ſo great, 
their wiſdom and power ever ſo ſtrong. 
#5 1 5 By They 
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: 3 combined againſt the Son. of Gas. : 
and he will be avenged upon them; and 
tet the faith and prayer of the ſaints haſten 
It, 
Zdly. All that ſeek nat righteouſneſs, and 
eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt, and his 
death, they are guilty of this ſin, of think - 
ing, and counting that Chriſt died in vain. 
All that don't ſeek eternal life by Chriſt, 
are guilty of this ſin. And how many ſuch 
poor creatures are there, that for as often 
as they have read the Bible, and for as of- 
ten as they have heard the goſpel preached, 
yet to this day they never ſaw any need of 
the death of Chrilt for themſelves? ? They 
run away with a notion, - that it was needful 
the Son of God ſhould come into the world, 
and die for men: but they were never con- 
vinced of this, that it was ſimply needful for 


thee, and for thy ſalvation; that unleſs the 


Son of God had come, and laid down his 

life for thee, thou couldſt not be ſaved.— 

Every man muſt be convinced of his perſonal 
need of Chriſt's death, the. ever pelle to 


get any good thereby, | | _ 
4thly. A great many poor creatures never 


EZ ſaw any glory in the death of Chriſt. I do 


acknowledge that the. croſs of Chriſt was 
the greateſt and thickeſt vail upon his 
glory; when he was forſaken by his fol- 


35 enemies 1 when heaven 4. earth forſook 


7 N | him: 


lowers; when he was inſulted over by his 


„„ I 
him, and hell was enlarged againſt him. What 
was more low than the man Chriſt, when 
ne died? Yet, notwithſtanding, to a believer, 
the great beaming forth of the glory of 
God ſhined in the face of Chriſt crueified. 
Herein ſhined the manifold wiſdom and 
grace of God. Every laſh, in a manner, 
- that the Father laid upon the Son, pro- 
Claimed aloud the love of the Father, that 
put him'to that ſuffering, and the love of 
the Son that underwent it. The poor Jews 
| were but ſorry believers, John xt. 36; when 
they ſaw Chriſt weeping at Lazarus's grave, 
(altho' I believe Chriſt wept not ſo. much for 
Lazarus, as in contemplation of the common 


calamity of mankind; and it may be, this 


was the firſt grave that ever Chriſt was fo 
near to in his life) Behold, ſay they, how 
He loved him? Surely, then, Chriſt's croſs 
| ſhould far more teach us to cry out, Be- 
hold, how he loved his people,” than Lazarus's 
grave, and Chriſt's weeping over it, did the 
Jews, to ſay, Behold, how he loved bim 
Chriſt's dying for his people, -proclaimed 
his love to them indeed; but yet a great 

many ſee no glory in all this. 
Sthly. Many poor people have no buſi- 
death; they have no employment for him 
about that thing, to have the virtue of 

the death of Chriſt applied to them for 
Their ſalvation. This is that the apoſtle 
was ſa mighty _— for, but they have 
1 no 


[ez 11 
no hooghe; no underſtanding of 2 4. bat 7 


know him, and the power of bis re- 
rreftion, and the fellow Tip 0 of” bis. ſfuf= 
frogs Being made conformable to his death; 
What was this conformity to the death of 
Chriſt, that Paul was here labouring fon 2 
Was it only wiſhing that he was : dead 
man? No, no; he would have and find 
the virtue of Chriſt's death quickening him: 
raiſing him up, and e him more — 
more. 5 
= will tell you, there are ſome n 7 
about the grave of Chriſt, that ſhould | 
make every- believer's heart to be much 
about it, and to W N us viſit it daily by 
faith. * Ve3-74 
(i.) There che Ni is buried, there the; old 
huſband 3 is laid, that we can never be well 
till we are divorced. from. The apoſtle 
tells us ſeveral things concerning this, Col. ii. 
414 15. Blotting out the hand-writing f or- 
dinances, that was 'againſt us, which was con- 
trary to us, and 5 it out f the way, 
nailing it to his croſs. There were few eyes 
ſo good, as to be able to ſee the condem- 
nation of the. law, nailed to the croſs of 
Jeſus Chriſt; to ſee ſim condemned by 
him, as the word is, Rom. viii. 3. He con- 
denne n in his fleſh, being made a ſacriſice 
for it. Fherefore, when the apoſtle is, in the 
7th chapter of the Romans, ipeaking of the 
difference between the law and the goſpel 
l 31 She's 2607 — * between 
E:5 | pou „„ 
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between anaturalſtate, and a believer's—heres 
fembles it plainly to this, to the ſtate of a wo- 
man that hath two huſbands. The firſt huſ- 
band was the law, and a dreadful one it was; 
fruit was brought forth by that mar- 
Hage, but that which was unto death. 
Now, ſhe muſt be ſure that this huſband 
de dead, before ſhe” can be lawfully married 
to Jeſus Chriſt. Ver. 3. F whilſt ber buf 
zand liveth, -ſhe be married to another man, ſbe 
all be called an aduttereſs : but if her huſband 

7 deal, ſbe is free from the law z and ſo ſbe is no 
ere, although ſbe be married to another man. 
(2.) In the grave of Chriſt, by faith, be- 
Febers: are to ſee that their ſin is buried. 
Saith the apoſtle, He bath put aw ay fin by the 
ſacrifice of Bae - Heb. ix. 26. 25 He put 
away ſin :“, he ath ſo far put it away, that 
it all never riſe up in judgment againſt 
any that the virtue of Chriſt's death is applied 
to: thereupon the apoſtle grounds his triumph 
on this, I is. Chriſt that tied, therefore the 
ever cannor 90 condemned, r int 

0 don Cen) ey .o 

9 50 9 In Chritt's death There 10 a a 
Kala by his blood. And how ſhould be- 

levers be (exerciſed. in looking to Chriſt's 
deathi on this account? There are many 


oy to God's covenant: ſeals on God's 


and ſeals on our part: God puts to 

th > fel Of His word, and of his oath, and 
. a the ſacraments, and of manifold re- 
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peated promiſes: and believers they put to 
their ſeal of faith. John iii. 33. He that bath re- 
ceived. his teſtimony, hath ſet to his ſeal that 
Gad is true. But the beſt and greateſt ſeal 
is Chriſt's death, confirming the covenant. 
The covenant was confirmed before of Gd 
in Chriſt, ſaith the apoſtle, Gal. iii. 17. 
Laſtly, to bring the charge of this ſin. yes 
more cloſe; even believers themſelves are not 
innocent of it :—not only all that ſeek righ- 
teouſneſs by the law: —not only that all 
apoſtates from the faith of the goſpel :—= 
not only they that ſeek not righteouſneſs and 
life by the virtue of Chriſt's death ;—but 
even believers themſelves, are guilty of this 
fin — that there is ſomething in heir frame 

that ſaith, Chriſt hath died in vain.“ 
11. There is conſeience of ſin ariſes many 
times in believers. The apoſtle, ſpeaking of 
the Old Teſtament adminiſtration, finds Kult 
with it as defective upon this account, 
That it did not make him that did the ſer- 
vice perfect, as pertaining to the, conſcience. 

_ Heb. ix. 9. and x. I, 2. They could not m. 
the comers thereunto per felt, for then would not 
they have ceaſed to be offered? becauſe that the 
<vorſhippers, once purged, ſhould have had no more 
conſcience of fins. Pray obſerve the ſcope of 
the apoſtle in both theſe chapters: he is 
there telling us what ſhadows the Jews had 
of that grand ſacrifice, that was to be 1 

_ Oy the true high-prieff Jeſus Chri 
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in their daily, and weekly, and monthly 
ſacrifices; but the greateſt of all was in that 
grand ſacrifice of atonement, that was of- 

red uponce a year. Now, ſaith the apoſtle, 
all theſe ſacrifices did not make the comer 
thereunto perfect as to his conſcience:“ that 
is, they did not deface all conſcience of 
fin in the Iſraelite: but there was a ſecret 
fear {till that their ſin; was yet in remem- 
brance before God.” And what is the argu- 
ment with which the apoſtle proves that theſe 

ſacrifices did not make the comers thereunto 
perfect? Saith the apoſtle, ** It is proved by 
this, Becauſe they were ſo often repeated. 

The daily ſacrifice was repeated every day; 

and the weekly ſacrifice, every ſabbath-day ; 

and the monthly ſacrifice, every new moon; 
and the yearly ſacrifice, once a year, upon - 
the ſeventh month. Now,” faith the apoſtle, 

* If theſe things could have made the comers 
thereunto perfect, they would not thus have 
needed to have been repeated.” And from 
this argument, he concludes the inſuffi- 

| ciency of the legal ſacr ifices to quiet the 

_ conſcience, and he alſo proves the ſufficiency 

of Chriſt's ſacrifice to quiet the conſcience 

by its oneneſs, But this man, ſaith he, ver. 12. 

after be had offered one ſacrifice for fin, for 

ever ſat down on the right hand of God : and 
again, ver. 14, By one offering, he hath for 


ever - perfefied them that are ſanctiſed. The 


caſe lies plainly here—every true believer, 
e 1 . 
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that hath acted faith on Jeſus Chriſt dif. 


tinctly, and hath lodged his eternal ſalvation, 
and his everlaſting acceptance with God, 


on the virtue of Chriſt's ſacrifice, ' this man 


chargeth Chriſt's death with being in vain, 
if concience riſe again, and he hearken to it. 
I know, ſin will be, and conſcience vill 
check for fin; but remember this, Chriſt. 
died not in vain; the virtue of - Chriſt's 
death remains ſtill: it made that peace, 
that no future tranſgreſſions ſhall be able 
to weaken or impair, 
 [2.] In the caſe of ſaAiBcation: faith 
the poor believer, © The work of holineſs, 
and ſanctification, goes on ſlowly :” and truly 
ſo. it doth; and we ſhould ſee it, and be- 
wail it greatly : Well, what then? Hath 
Chriſt died in vain ? Chriſt's dying is ſancti- 
fication : For their ſakes J ſanctiſy myſelf, 
faith our Lord, that they alſo might be ſancti- 
fied through the truth, John xvii. 19. He gave 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar 
People, zealous of good works, Titus ii. 14. 
It were a great bleſſing, if believers had bur 
{kill ro draw, by faith, ſanRtifying virtue | 
from the death of Jeſus Chriſt. This is 
what the apoſtle is upon, Rom. vi. nge 
„ ' How ſhall we that are dead to fin, live any 
longer therein? But how are believers dead 
to fin ? Have they not ſin living in them? 
22 We are * to ſin in Chriſt,” faith the 
7 888 1 
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apoſtle; e he died for ſin, and he hath * 


minion over ſin, and we reckon ourſelves 
dead to ſin, but alive to God, N Je- 


. ſus Chriſt,” ver. 11. 


[3] There is weakneſs of faith in be⸗ 
lievers, as to the glory to come. Not only 
are there many qualms, of conſcience, and 
many defects in their holineſs : but when 
believers think of the glory to come, and 
the great prize of their high calling, and. ſee 
it great, and high, and far above them, the 
more they ſee of the glory of it, the more 
they ſee they are unworthy of it. May 
ſuch a vile wretch as I expect this great re- 
ward of eternal life?“ Yes: for Chriſt bought 
it; he hath not died in vain,-TIt will be 
beſt known at that day, what Chrift died 
for, and for whom; when all the kings 
that he hath bought, and all the crowns 
that he hath purchaſed for them, and all 
the kingdoms ſhall be ſeen, it will then be 
known Chriſt died not in vain.—Eyvery 
ſhaking of faith, as to any bleſſing that 
Chriſt's death urchaſed | for his people, 
every ſhaking as. that faith, bath this woe- 

ful charge to be given in againſt i it, that Chriſt 
then hath died in vain. Indeed, if the 
crown of life was to. be enjoyed as a re- 
ward of thy. works, it were a vain thing 
to expect it: if it were to come in as a re- 
ward for our performances, it were a dream 
0 Were it: ere ſince it is the gift of God, 


through” 
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through Jeſus” Chriſt our Lord — ſince 
Chrift hath bought it every believer ſhould 
expect it: As great as it is, as unworthy = 
as I am; yet, notwithſtanditig, the confi. 
fidence of faith ſhould be maintained.” 
Therefore, now, for the | conſolation of bes 
hevers, labour by faith to drink in theſe two 
things That righteouſneſs comes not by 
the law—and, That Chriſt hath not died in 
vain: and what Reels conſolation will they DT 
yield ! 5 
TX-3; Ki kteouſneſs -comes not by the law; 
and there is great comfort in this. Righ- 
teouſneſs comes not by the law, to any man 
out of Chriſt: and there is no condemnation 
comes by the law, to any man in Cbriſt.— 
If ſo be that men will give glory to God, 
and renounce their own righteouſneſs, and 
all their expectations of relief that way, and 
betake themſelves to God's device of ſal- 
vation by Jeſus Chriſt, and believe on him, 
as they can expect no good by the law, ſo | 
they ſhould fear no hurt by it; for, as fin 
| hath made it impoſſible that the law of 
God ſhould juſtify us, fo the grace of God 
in. Chriſt, hath made it impofſible that the 
law ſhould condemn a believer in him. 
Therefore, ſaith the apoſtle, There is now no 
— on to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Why fo ? The law of the fpirit of life, in 
_ Chriſt Feſus, hath made me free from the law of 
fu and death: 18 wha 4 the law could not do, in 
| that 


3 

| that it was weak through the fleſh, that God 
bath done by Jeſus Chriſt, that ſo the righteouſneſs 
F the law might be fulfilled in us, Rom. viii. 
HK A+ 7 „„ 
(2.) Feed alſo upon this by faith, That 

Chrift died not in vain. There is nothing 

you can want, nothing that you can pray for, 


nothing that you can aſk for in time, nor 
enjoy to eternity, but it is contained in this, 


Chriſt died not in vain :=For Chriſt died to 
all thoſe bleſſed. purpoſes that are needful 
to make them happy for ever, that are 
ſharers therein, Whenſoever you come to 
have any dealings in earneſt with God about 
ſalvation, and your juſtification, and eternal 
life, always remember -theſe two things : 
The grace of God=and Chriſt's death. The 
law hath nothing to do in this caſe ; it can- 
not help you whilſt you are under it, but 


condemn you: and if you be believers, the 


law cannot hurt you, for you ſhall be ab- 


ſolved: for this is a righteouſneſs without ; 


the law, But witneſſed to by the law, and the 
prophets, Acts x. 43. 


* run val 20 4 9 
il * — 4 2 * 1 
* 3 « 3 6 * | 4 0 As * > : wit 3 
i” 8 1 = So IS ny 5&3 29 
8 5 a * 8 : my * TY &. 42 4 a „ A * LE 4 
— 7 — { - 4 5 72 4 4 4 % F — g * - N — * 1 * 
a . " * 1 74 5 * 44 — — x 17 i _ 
ng: 7 OS 8 * W o we + . . 
. * . 1 - + 3 x" { A — + 6 £/ k * * L * bs. 4 2 
by — 1 wo, bs Fat þ ; 
— a 
a7 — * . „ 
” 3 +4 6 2 1 * N * 6 Md; es w 1 — \ 
” * * * N ff 2 — i ry * K 1 EY 3 — % 1 . 
* In Ks £2 = "oy - 
9 po . 9 5 1 dat | 7 * ” N / * % 
2 *. * £ 4 
9 1 0 1 Fg 3 —— 3 . f » wart oy ' ry 4 « 
ER REESE Sa. D COWS. . 
| _"_—_ * - P * * N j 
* 5 wa ** 3 WY > 7 . — 2 P * % * F751 
/ Pg i * 4 3 1 "x * — Pea . | , % "PE 5 V : 
* yo 23 * — + : W n . 
* 333 % — — 4 * — 
a7 *. - Han * Be \ 8 
gry f 94 e wor + * 5 4 4 * * ; 4 * 2 " * L 
1 4 * 4 - a+ * wy * £4 & : 21 1 8 5 
ik 4 - OE” 45 "Y FAFY 2. 2 * wy % 4 5 Pn? 
> 2 6 1 * 2 ? 
N F * 4 ” * * 3 . * 9. . Ki % © 40 * 
= a = Wo 5 ; 
} * 1 * pw ,- 2 * we# , . A * — — 
"I * — 54 ”— kw £-% r qt - Le 4 Us 
* 1 * * * 4 e < * * . 
> cg - = : 2 — — * Po * N ' 
* F : bo — \ 
8 ; = LS. p : pay. - — SR. 3 
-- - a —4 . 4 Cy 3 4 G * 94 * \ 8 5 
jo 7 & en x - * £2 


cy 
3 
4 
— 
[> 
i 
* 


TE NEL” , 6 
” * . 
* * tin of i * — 
1 
8 1 
7 * v4 nt . L 
OS * 9 * f * 
8 ; , 
; * — 
* g 8 
1 l % 
2 © : 
g PY 
1 4 . by * 41 * 
— Cd 
* * 4s " 
1 862 * 
4 
. * 47 — 
x * * * * * $ - 
* — 5 * 
4 * * f * 
ed. 2 0 ; 
4. 2 * * 
i x 2 
— 4 
P z 4 — 4 w . 
—— * 
— 4 * - &s + 
G27 has «4 4 \ . 
838 ” 
0 FJ Fn” e 2 - 
* * s 1 * 15 ; by 
2 . hk 
OY " — 
- 9 — 516 9 
_ L 
n 1 P a. wit 4 
3 * 4. #4 : . 
rs ok ww 95 ; ; 
J pe £ - 
kl * . 1 
un . N & 
* 4 — f 
* 
% x — 
\ 
a . 
F 
1 ) g 
, * 
A ” 


